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/DR AN DL R T R S A v e 1A
PE . A=A, DA T Mt 78
MR GGR B B, PR PE IR A e 2R o &
XF LM P e 50 AR R AT B I & 20 tH 22
40 AW, H H A O D 28 e e 5 4 AL
il i AN B . sh v i P e ML AT 3 R st
& P 5| B 52 (genetic sex determination, GSD). ¥#
% M 9 e %E (environmental sex determination,
ESD) LA Ko igt t& FIAEE A R el g B st A& 1)
PR E AL SCAT 43Sy Y fR Bk E L] (chromosomal
SD) F1 £ 3 [t 5 HL il (polygenic SD), U WL Ky
XY B ZwW BURT XO B S5 PR B E R SR T
GSD ZEAY, FREEH ) P 245 AR A M) i TREE
BRI, CRAMERERNERE, WaHfa
(Trachemys scripta)lfe )i J 8 2:b F2 v (%) PR 55 35 B vT
e HAERIS, A B D2 ) He g 5 4 AR A ¢
WEoE R, VUM 2 te a4, Bk IR
PRI X DL e 1) = A s i . R 2 BN 28 i
P 32 iR FIR S R L mAE T, b A
fa B PSS [ WK 485 (Crassostrea gigas)], otk
32 AR AR, M LA E AR S [ D
YR 3 k5 U1 (Patinopecten yessoensis)], =5 5% inf&
P, B R 2 R A R e 2SR [ s
YRR (Crepidula)], WA PR o 288 [ an
IR (Viviparu)] 7,

AR, BEEEWRORR R LR, D2
NP E 5 AL AR S o i et 5T N R
fREBE R R . QTL /Efiik . e s A5 )7 /e — 1k
TP DL i 31— Lo B e g 5 A Ae A 56
FRE PRI AR SO DY M S e 5 4 AR DGR TR Y
ek R AT T B 25, AR THAH SC 3 K AE I
Bt g 5o e b D RE,, XTI 5T S
BT REEE DU SR DL 2 B ) e g ML TR AOF 5
PRI A EER SRS

1 AR RRAE DR I oesg 5 70 A 5%
[N 45 5 T I B

T IBIAIE 5T 32 2 A P R T ()95 47 A a2 ik
PRI A2 4 DU e 5 AR OGR4
HAbSh Y AR P g 5 AR SR R E
AT [F] 5 RE D S R S ARG RE 3T o 1 A58
2700 ARGt . Bt DL 5552 4 Dml (DmrtA2-
like). Dmrt2 F1 Dmrt5 5551 e € 5 7 AL A 5C 3
PRI 120 SR T g i e PRI A Ay, EL 2RI 2% 7
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RGNS o I AT R I R 1 kR AR
A R EE RGBT AR A Y R R IR
WIEFEN G D\ 4 5 PR AP 1) H 5 S 4R 7 (RNA-
Sequencing, RNA-Seq) %5 R %t — L 5 D1 2%
PENPEE RN AEAH DG AR EHE A (36 1), ROR b
ol 1 DU P E 5 AL R R FEERE

2 DUSEMER R E 5 70 AR G2k R F 7E it e

2.1 Dmrt Z[H#

Dmrt (doublesex and mab-3 related transcrip-
tion factor) & [ J& —JS HE S A FETE DM 25 14 Bl 1Y
FH . DM 25 i Bl B & BT BR IR SR i (Droso-
phila melanogaster) ] Doublesex (Dsx) & K Fl 75 Tl
FEATLE B (Caenorhabditis elegans) W) Maleabnormal-
3 (mab-3) BN, 35w BEIRIUR, Sk i IR 4 1) G
B LR P B J5 Raymond 45 PO FE N 2E (Homo
sapiens) FIR1F— 2wt DM g5 R . S AUk
FRIBWFEH I 24 K Dmrtl . FELE ST, WF5E
G EETEH 8 (Oryzias latipes)?” . KAVRE (Daph-
nia magna)® MELLHARS S84 b & S 50 e
FE 5 AE ) Dmre 3R, UL Dmrt 35 A H HES)
YRTCHEHMES Y b RO SY, Hoh  l  Je afk
E 8 Dmrel FENZ A5G R Y etk b, TR
T MBI P FE DMY™, Dmrt 3 H AL DL
WS i 22 B DR E 5 AR DGR, IFE 3 |
FFRESE TS, s . ks DU B2k DL A
W% T Dmrtl. Dmrt2. Dmrt3. Dmrtd., Dmrt5
(DmrtA2) VL J¢ Dmrt1L 5§ Dmrt 5 6 56 I (5% 2),
H.f Dmrtl . Dmrt2, Dmrt5 ¥ Dmrt1L R BLH 5
PR AR G o

KA W5 o & & B Dmrtd2, Dmrtl (Dsx) Fll
Dml (DmrtA2-like) 3 75 DM &5 s (i FL R, H
1 Dmrtl (Dsx) 55153 A0H G . Zhang 551 BFSY
K, KAtWirh Dex B RAEVERR h i, sk
ZH s A E i PCR 455 R, Dsx FEAG S %R
TR TR AN HEDN Dex JEPR W] RETE K 4T
W5 () M S e BB PRV B B P G . Sun
ZEET T RNA T HHAR S A5 Dmrel B2
KIN 54% MR TR KT, R Dmrtl 25
KA GG I R . Dmrel SEDITERSFLER D1
MR SR Bt DLV T S g DU el S 00 ) — A
ik, WEKELRE RmERL, HNHZS5 5
DUKS 8% 5 MM Ak ¥ o AR B DL b 1)
RNA T4 Dmrtl ik, K BEHIIEN (GATA
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R1 NEDNEAAFRARFEREINRES HUREEE
Tab.1 Candidate genes related to sex determination and differentiation screened by omics in molluscs
o BRKR B SRS 22k
species technologies gene names references
KAt microarray Bindind. py-30. foxL2. nanos3. cd63. vitellogenin [13]
C. gigas
RNA-Seq SoxH. FoxL2. Dsx. DmrtA2. Sh3kbpl. Malrdl-like. [14-16]
Trophoblast glycoprotein-like. Protein PML-like .
Protein singed-like. PREDICTED: paramyosin
Genome-wide screening nanos~ piwi. daxl. 5-HT receptor [17]
Genotyping-by-Sequencing proteasome subunit beta type-3. G-protein [10]
coupled estrogen receptor 1
Fr U4 RNA-Seq nanos~ piwi~ ATRX. FoxL2. beta-catenin [18]
C. hongkongensis
FiAL DL RNA-Seq FSHR. GABBR. MTR. CYP17. Vigd. Wntl0Oa. [11]
Chlamys farreri Htr4. PTGR1. Zarl
WRFE S I RNA-Seq FoxI2. SoxH. Dmrtl [19-20]
Patinopecten yessoensis
5T I RNA-Seq Foxi2. f-Catenin. 5-HT receptor. Vitellogenin. [21-22]
C. nobilis Dmrt2. SRY. fem-1. Sfp2. Sa6. AMY-1. vasa.
nanos~ sox9
W TC RS DL RNA-Seq dmrta2, wntd, sex-1. sfip2. sox9 [23]
Nodipecten subnodosus
Suppressive Subtraction Hybridization dmrtl. clk-2. fkbp52 [24]
and Pyrosequencing
L CBREEDT Genome-wide screening vasa~ nanos. dmrt. 5-HT receptors. vitellogenin. [25]
Pinctada fucata estrogen receptor
Dl RNA-Seq Dmrt. fem-1. foxI2. vitellogenin [26]
P. margaritifera
AR RNA-Seq DMRT1., SOX9, SF1. FOXL [27]
Hyriopsis cumingii
xS RNA-Seq wntd. rspol. feml. tral. Sry. Dmrtl. Dmri2. [28-29]
H. schlegelii Sox9. GATA4. WT1. Wnt4. Rspol. FoxI2. [-
catenin
AL RNA-Seq DmrtA2. Sox9. Fem-1b. Fem-lc. Vg. CYP17A41, [30]
Sinonovacula constricta SOHLH2. TSSK
Vel RNA-Seq FoxI2 Sox. p-catenin. CBX. SxI [31]
Tegillarca granosa
i ] e RNA-Seq 3B-HSD. 174-HSD. LH. CYP17. CYP141, [32]
Mactra chinensis CYP1B1. Estrogen. vitellogenin
21 fify RNA-Seq VTG. fusion protein tektin. lysin. SOX [33]
Haliotis rufescens
*2 NATNEBLEER Dmrt EFH
Tab.2 Dmrt genes identified in molluscs
Fr5 Py B VSRS S5 3R
no. species gene name references
1 KA4Ll;  C. gigas Dml. Dsx [9, 40-41]
2 FifLER DL C. farreri Dmrtd-like. Dmrtl [42-43]
3 EEAFLE L C nobilis Dmrt2. Dmrt5 [12]
4 UFFE DU P. yessoensis DmrtlLy Dmrt2. Dmrtl [44-46]
5 WS DL Argopecten irradians Dmrtl DmrtlL [47-48]
6 IREREED P, martensii Dmr2. Dmrt3. Dmrtd. Dmrt5 [49-52]
7 ZHWIEE  H. cumingii Dmrtl\ DmrtA2-1 [53-54]
8 IR TR Pteria penguin Dmrt2 [55]
9 HAfl  H. asinina Dmrtl [56]

Wntd . FoxI2 Fl B-catenin) ik B E T, R
Dmrtl 2 H 2 5 E 8501 . Nagasawa 55 7¢

R E K7 2: 2 E /) sponsored by China Society of Fisheries

URS B DU R B, Dmre2 B2 AEKE b s Rk,
LA D 200 i 8 7 300 [ e Ik B Ty, DAL O R g
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Dimrt2 FEPNAE A BFEVE RS S AR 0 T T 150 23 A
WIRIPEA S RE o 35, BIFTEE AR AR T DL A7

B U1 34 5 5 B — A Dt AR LR, Ffan 44 M
DmrtlL, DmrtlL 5 % %) — &P R E, M H

lg(Dmrt1L/FoxI2) {H % % Fit U1 % 5 409 o 1) #91,
1F 5 [CBRBE DD AP 2 5 B 1S 21 4 4> Dmrt Z % L A
(Dmr2, Dmrt3. Dmrtd F1 DmrtS), HH Dmre2
DmrtS W e 2 5 RIJE Rk, I TERE B
HRE S R R R , Dmre2 7 BGARS S Rk
e, 1 DmrtS TERG & B 3R E 5 im0,

IEZER DL Dmre2 FE R 19 k20 1 [RBR B
DUHRZEML, HEDHZ: 5845 182 2 DUME P 31
AR = AINNEF, Dmrtl F Dmred2-1 3£ K34
TEVERR 0 A R e Rk, AT E AR MEE R Rk
JEERZ, Mi&ERBENM TR, F&EEMT
UEVELRE | I K PN L N = 5 = A WL 0 51 o
R FEY, Klinbunga 465 76 B fifl vt 45 5 FIR
HRRSEYER IR Dmrel 2, (B HAERG L F M
P oAk b BV E AT e i — 2B 5

2.2 FoxR £[HA

FoxI2 (forkhead box transcription factor 12) £ A
J& Fox BN GG — G, S 5RESHER1E
B SR D Re AR | 35 DR 4 S A LA R 4 i R A
FE . ARG A AR T AR AR AR Foxi2 e R7E
FEAT I 2N %%?E&UD%EEE’U\%E*FEB%T
SR %Fﬁﬂﬁ?’fﬂiﬂé (Capra hircus) Y X
EP%Z?E%VEFH W JEEEARZ IR, Foxi2 5k
Eﬁ*&&%%ﬂﬂﬁﬁ*ﬁ@%qﬁﬁ iRy, 25
PGP LY, TEZ R KRR T Foxl2
FERAEAE . BFSE It KRB 04 . RNA +
PLAE T RAESE T Foxi2 7r DU S BP 8 % & FE 51 43
feid B R E SR (3 3),

AW Foxl2 7E 80 5 K A= 1 3R36 B,
W& Foxi2 J5 42% WA PERR IS 1R 534E,  Esr (estro-
gen receptor, I ZIAK) FLH Kk Z RN H], £
W] Foxi2 Z 5VERRWI G 43465, Santerre 1 &
B, KA TR Foxl2 0 KR I LIk s AR (nat-
ural antisense transcript, NAT) Fox[2o0s, H 7] HEYE
PR 4 AL 2o 72 P JE 5 Foxl2 35 . %‘%HE}EEF'
Fox2 R 5GP AIRL, fEMERR P ik, H
AR RETIA R oE Y, FEMIFLR DL, HF 28 A D
FIEFS B DU, FoxI2 ﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁﬁ%‘%ﬁ, 5
P45 B9 S AP 3 Ak . ML DL Foxl2 7
HFE IR B Rk w29 RIS R
1 62 %, 2o KA BN DN S ik i 1Y 2 £
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®3 CREHINE Foxn2 £F
Tab.3 Reported FoxI2 genes in molluscs

Fr 5 Yyh ESERiN SR
no. species gene name references
1 K45 C gigas FoxI2/ FoxI2os  [57, 62-63]
2 4G C hongkongensis  FoxI2 [64]
3 FLEW C farreri FoxI2 [65-67]
4  UFFEFI P yessoensis FoxI2 [45, 68-69]
5 WS A irvadians FoxI2 [48, 70]
6 =MW H cumingii FoxI2 [71-72]
AR S B R B M AR B PR T MR E g DL

FoxI2 MR O AT %Lﬁf‘ﬂi& JERAV A%
A& A o B M AR T A0 L A A i B T U g
TE VS B DL R FoxI2 5, K5 8L % & ML HE N
Dmrtl . Sox7 Fl Sox9 L, BNELEBEHKELH Vg,
HSD14 Fl gatt-1 FH™, H. FoxI2 Feik 5 M /5%
FR$EEL (Bo/T) IEAHE™, HEM Foxi2 W] BES& 16
DIPEN AL SCHEIK S JE K . WF9E B, Foxi2 78—
FAWLEE DN B b A R aA = TAEEL, AEPEIRIT IR
i 5 AR Rk E i 5, RNA THE Fox2
Ji HAB PO Wned Fe3k R

2.3 Sox EHE

Sox (sry-related HMG box) # K & — 25 i 4 5
HMG (high mobility group) box %% ¥4 3ak ity & [K , H:
 Sry & KU B HESH ) b 28 B S — M e
FEHEIEN, AEMFLEhI, Sry MAFAE IR AT S22 00
KA, MHESKREONELEFS, (HERAENED
FERYE R Sry FEHWAEAE . WP EHAE N b
BEFRTS T Sox2. Sox8. Sox9. Sox11 Fll Sox14 4% Sox
FEHRFIGER R, FBEA T A, RN
PRI AR, HEEKDIRRA 17 G 8w oe .
K W5 SoxE (Sox8-like) 78 P IR 7 AL B 5 7234
SAbIE FRIBE T, FIBEN TAHE R4,
IR 2 55 i Mo e e Y AR B TRBR B DL
AU SRS ERDUR I R Y T Sox2 .
Sox9. Sox11 F1 Sox14, [& Sox2 bWt g = 363k
ZAN, LAY AR A R Ak, I X st
Sox BRI AT Ge 2 5 4R ME A P A et

2.4 Wnta EEF

W 5% W) T B FLIR IR /N B (Mus musculus)
R B ine-1 FED 5 & B R wingless F& A
IR IE R, WO A I 44 Wit FE T
Wnt J R 25 A5 105 5 53T v BTG 2 Fh 5 538
B, YR LT & EaiE b kI EEAE
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o Wntd J& Wt B FEAHEE NG, PR
Wntd Z: 5 P55 0 3L 3 ) MEPE PR R o461, i JLAE
HFEFAEILFP DI S E | SakE | Whned FE DRI
1T T IR, Wned FE VLR A LUh iz Rk,
AIRETEVERR & B s B IE s B b R, B
RS 5N AR R . R SR . HTT Bk
(Atrina pectinata) F1 =FAMWEE, Wned ZEONE Y
TR E THEE, 7EHTFLE DRSS B0 (H. dis-
cus hannai) IR Z , HEMHES5WEEELE .
Wntd TERTTLEE . RS2 G D (Mytilus coruscus).
HAGF AR LB BRI, W ERIAT .
B LA R A AR I

2.5 Daxl. B-catenin E[H

Dax1 (DSS-AHC critical region, on chromo-
some X, gene 1) J& T 4% 32 {K (nuclear receptor)
K. MR ERM, Daxl FHTEHEME Y S5
FEPE P TR, B-catenin Fc i AR TUIE
(Xenopus laevis) 173 B 3K A5, J& Wt 18 B% 1 5C H
B S ON IR, WESE R, B-catenin 2 5 K
W FL S P T e AL, BTSRRI ER
A B A P, FE D, A K Daxl Fl g-
catenin [NRTFEEY, DEWITRY], —H W MES
SRR IR T R A, AR e sl A b 2
T RAFNE A AT A, Dax1 78 F5FLES DUKS 8
FIRWFE S TONR, FEALHAMMPRIL, £
B Dax1 W RES ST KA BRI, TERKA
Wi A= F AL, B-catenin FI7E BP B RE S B
Fik, FEAFIIMEN AR, i
W p-catenin 2 5 V1 25 51 5 73 A A1 BP 5~ AR 12
Li 85 P £L B DUKS 55490 i 5% 372 b in A quer-
ceti (B-catenin BIFNHI ) S5, K Daxl ik i 3%
T, KA B-catenin S Dax1 W) LRI

2.6 Fem-1%E

Fem-1 (ferminazation-1) % K i 4% & A 75
TN BRAT 4 UM ) e 3 B T R OCEEE I, &5
] 4 Al M A 2 2SO Ak R0 PR AR A O Ak
Fem-1 B Ktk &4 3 KX Fem-1a. Fem-1b Fl
Fem-1c =/ b, Y43 —F & ANK (ankyrinre-
peat, HitE A EE ) S MENEH . BF
TN NTCEHE S FEHES ) h R T Fem-1
[RIURFE DA, e — S e I S 5 31 A O 11 e Gk A
A DR 56 Fem-1 iORE5E 4/, JEAHLBH
ZEOS R B, Fem-1b Fl Fem-1c TE K AL W5 AE B i
Rk, TERIG AT RIERIR B, S HEMENER 5

R E K7 2: 2 E /) sponsored by China Society of Fisheries

A, Mk, =Mk, Fem-1c 7E50 §irbis
LIk, EMHERAERINEE B, v RE 4 M
PSR BESCTF A B, MR Fem-1c B
K 5 HAL S (RLFEL ) 1Y Fem-1c BB IRSFE,
B SLTE T AE L MR Y, e SLTT Al 2k sk
Fem-1c¢ FE FAE 5P E J7 1 HA FHLTIRE

2.7 Vasa. Nanos E[#

Vasa F1 Nanos 55K 351 J 30 T BE i SR e 1 1
PRPERE, XF s R T R G Al b Rk B BA
O X Vasa 4 i 3 )8 T DEAD-box
(AspGlu-Ala-Asp) 2 1% %, DEAD-box £ 5 {45
AN RNA o5, gy), 86 AL &A% AN mRNA
1z f B AR SR R . Vasa FE S ELRSE, WFSEA
T ARARATE 22 b TG HE 3 ) R HE S 4 Hh 4 E 3
Vasa [FIJEFER, KEHFREMN, Vasa FERFEL K
Z2 B0 i e Sy D e A B 200 R A B 2 LR S R
IR Nanos i i £ 1 I 458 SR 8 IR G I 75 X
WA, AR A A A F LA . BT
EEZ MY b % e Nanosl . Nanos2 Fl Nanos3
AN EPEIE , HAEAS R ) b Dy BEAH X R ST
Z 5PN K B YRR AL, Vasa
FER W T AT WG . SIREREEDL | HRF R DRI h
1EUE (Octopus sinensis) T BIHIE , Vasa FEH 2
TE VLR A G T A b 3k, e A 5l 40 i i /%
TR TR AW, FEATWER, R RNA T4
R Vasa B 235 | A 58 40 MO 3E AR L | 988X
ST BERHAE N AEXH G . R T DA E A
X R B, Nanos ¥ 3¢ B H A= B 40 i 45 5= vk 3R
RN R I Vasa Fl Nanos FE R AT VE A HIFSE D12
A B AN AR AR IC R

2.8 GnRH[H

PEPE R PR B EE GnRH Wl &3 Tl
Y, & ERA B PR T - -
PERRG B 2 BRI A, s T AT R O
TR FSH R B A4 iR LH B TOR 75 30
W e . TR A E R, B MESh AR
ZF{) GnRH, %45 GnRH- [ . GnRH- Il flGnRH-
I = 28 0 1 8 45 HME 3l 4 R HE 3l 4 Y
GnRH 7E45# A fg EREE S, DI2Rdhd) iz
776 GnRH, HATETEE (O. vulgaris) . 411 |
8 1 (Aplysia californica). $9R ¥ 2 W (Loligo
edulis), FERTEMF (Ruditapes philippinarum)., 2
R TCEF B (Sepiella japonica) . F-fd . 575 k3 D1 |
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KA (O. minor) FLL B W (Sepia lycidas) 55 V1 2 AT R, PR I R ] ke O BT S R PR
hEREIRTS T GnRH FEF . BE9E KB, GnRHE: A Jg R oM A, X ke e cn
RI7E DU ) oAb as B Be e ik ], D= B D) TAS BT, anfE . ko3 S A T i R A
SR A B 5 PR S S PR R R B ¥, DA 0 5 0 P OB RE IR . X TR A AR
SRR, DL ChAEAE), T3 5t b T — AN DA 9 i
\ X B, AT RSP A O 240 . FEBE
3 g5 RE o e s N
i (Danio rerio) 1, 5% & LYk B BE 55 £ R
FORTZE S840 B s fk s sh ) cin i, PRI T BBt 2 ZE N BE Rl g . DL g 1531
F, ) TR AR THEIYUE SoMEn e DR RERICEZRENIGE, I TRAB.
el DR R 4 2 R 2O B AR S DL P ) B, A OCHE e K o {5 5
HoE 5ol & TF B T REMVIR T/E, H PEEWFIEAFBATRA T3 e PRLE P S0l e s A O
DU 0y M B e 2 = FF KL (master-switch gene) e E TS 2R . H A DL e T M
W R ILARE . B RTT ST T A A DL S e JE A3 A AH 5CHE PR Y i 92340 Jmy PR T 5 DR A 25 0
FE 55 43 ARH DG PR 3 I R i ke s A3 Ak % rh S RERIZEIR BT, TR T I PR 4 3 B ) 4 A i

55 X Jettfh o gLtk X ettfh o gLtk Y Rtk S 28 huidid
signal XA XA dominant Y environmental/genetic
PEREE XX XX XX XY XX XY LA
sex chromosome no sex chromosome

1
1
1
sol-1 4
v /1
/
Sdc v 4 %
 Z sxl sxl Rspol
gy 2 B} ﬁ

|
|
|
|
tra-2,3 1 : l l
v ON] OFF I
Jfem ON| ra tra @ :ﬂ-cateninl-_l-
\

1
1
tra-1 AN I
* v v : %
DM domain mab-3/ mab-3/ v .
transcription  |OFF|mab-23/ mab-23/ @ dsx” @ dsx @ @ FoxL2 l-_l Dmn‘l@ @FoxL
factor dmd3 dmd3
1 1 1 1 : 1
1 1 | 1 1
v \ v \ ' \
g o Q o Q o

-

Bl 1 KH AR E M HR 8 B S RS 1 IR E 18 B e
DoSE RS S, PR R R BRI T I AR Rl TS AT O (0 VR R T R BB R B (R R
FOR PR, M IR T RIEHAR BB R FF SRR 0N B v (RAEMERIRE 90, FM SRR SO R R AL S 40

Fig. 1 Comparison between putative sex determination pathway in C. gigas and model animals """

For clarity, only selected key sex-specific regulators are shown. Regulatory interactions (solid lines) are meant to indicate the regulatory logic of each
pathway but do not necessarily imply direct regulation. Dashed lines indicate temporal and dashed red lines indicate hypothetical relationships based on

expression data only; FF genotype are fake males and permit sex change, FM genotype are true males that do not change sexes.
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Research advances in genes related to sex determination and
differentiation in molluscs

YU Hong ¥, GUO Lang', LIQi""
(1. Key Laboratory of Mariculture, Ocean University of China, Ministry of Education, Qingdao 266003, China;
2. Laboratory for Marine Fisheries Science and Food Production Processes,

Qingdao National Laboratory for Marine Science and Technology, Qingdao 266237, China)

Abstract: Sex determination and differentiation are basic events of development and key processes of sexual
reproduction. The mechanism of sex determination and differentiation is both baffling and intriguing. Mollusca is
the second largest animal phylum, harboring diverse sexual systems including hermaphroditism, gonochorism,
protandry and sex reversal. Therefore, molluscs are an ideal animal group to study the mechanisms of sex determ-
ination and differentiation. Although efforts towards understanding sex determination and differentiation of mol-
luscs can be traced back to the 1940s, the mechanisms of sex determination and differentiation of molluscs remain
enigmatic. Solving the riddle of sex determination and differentiation and identifying key genes would help us bet-
ter understand the biology of molluscs and provide insights into sexual evolution in the animal kingdom. Here we
review the research progress and the prospects of sex determination and sex related genes such as Dmrt, Foxl2,
Sox, Wntd, Daxl, p-catenin, Fem-1, Vasa, Nanos and GnRH in molluscs. We also propose several goals about
mechanistic underpinning of sex determination in molluscs which require further study.
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