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Analysis of the composition of fishes in the Pearl River estuarine waters

LI Yong zhen, CHEN Guo-hao, SUN Diarrrong
(Sowth China Sea Fisheries Research Institute, CAFS, Guangzhou 510300, China)

Abstract: Based on monthly investigation data of beam trawl and hang trawl in the Pearl River estuarine waters in
1998, the paper analysed species composition, biological characteristics and seasonal variation of fishes by
principal components, regression, and hierarchical cluster analysises. The results indicated that fishes in the
waters consisted of coastal or estuarine small species, among them, Collichthys lucdus, Johnius belengert,
Pampus argenteus, Trypauchen vagina, Odontamblyopus rubicundus, Oxyurichthys tentacularis, Chaeturichthys
stigmatias,  Parachaeturichthys polynema, Ambassis gymnocephalus,  Cynoglossus  bilineatus, — Cynoglossus
semilaevis, Cotlia mystus, Umbrina russelli, Caranx kdla, Osteomugil ophuyseni, Hapodon nehereus, Trichiurus
haumela, Trichiurus brevis, Euplerogrammus muticus, Ilisha elongata, Setipinna taty, Engraulis japonicus,
Stolephorus commersoni, Thrissa vitirostris, Gastrqhysus padiceus, Fugu xanthopterus, Loligo beka and Loligo
duwaucelii are principal parts of fishery resources. Seasonal variation in species composition was obvious, and
benthic group differed from pelagic group in the time of succession.
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Tab.1 Specifications of the two nettings

4. 5m 2 m
1. 65 cm 17m
3 cm 17m
1.5cm 2 m
9 kg 1.7m
( ) 30~ 50 kg 3.0 em
() 7% 2 2.8 em
2
51 53
, 81 .3 60
2

W= a
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2
Tab.2 Beam trawl: Eigenvalues and factor matrix of principal components
4
18.00350 10. 67043 5. 48098 4. 59209

(%) 40.0 23.7 12.2 10.2

(%) 40.0 63.7 75.9 86. 1

1 llisha dongaia 0. 52485 0 10066 0. 16235 0.77924
2 Stol @horus commersoni 0. 13552 Q0 03573 0. 96063 - 0.03419
3 Thrissa kammalensis 0. 46751 - Q49157 0. 40854 - 0.30616
4 Thrissa vitirostris 0. 590 0 21195 0. 9%64% 0.03271
5 Coilia mystus 0. 70431 0 18260 0. 00158 0. 62654
6 Sauwrida elongata 0. 25916 0 64442 0. 00023 - 0.30617
7 Hapodon nehereus 0. 91928 - 0 03926 0. 00072 0.35709
8 Muraenesac dnereus 0. 55250 - 0 66799 0.39103 0.11845
9 Syngnathus acus 0. 41773 029043 0. 75534 0.38751
10 Osteomugil ophuyseni 0. 56341 - 0 06767 0. 11157 - 0.00313
11 Polynemus sextarius 0. 37259 - (0 72841 0. 41814 0.13059
12 Ambassis gymnocep halus 0. 00741 0 33217 0. 05410 - 0.01%4
13 Apogon quadrifasdatus 0. 17615 - (0 86647 0. 02092 0.09374
14 Sillago sthama 0. 34451 0 31106 0. 06349 0.36817
15 Johnius belengeri 0. %4468 0 00953 0. 05335 0. 15235
16 Unlrina russelli 0. 32880 - 023608 0. 16352 0.82311
17 Argyrosomus argentatus 0. 64292 Q0 00923 0. 45427 0.53023
18 Collichthys lucidus 0. 33918 - 0 02290 0. 8639 0.29255
19 Letognathus lreuvrosiris 0. 46413 0 44689 0. 55214 0. 12837
20 Gerres lucidus 0. 15073 0 62855 0. 01227 - 0.24484
21 Callionymus richardsoni 0. 13226 0 69379 0. 17702 0. 14492
22 Panpus argenteus 0. 38985 Q 70782 0. 15056 - 0.34240
23 Oxyurichthys tentacul aris 0. 73277 0 21346 0. 43125 0.38082
24 Parachaeurichthys polynema 0. 34077 0 78706 0. 36517 0.11072
25 Chaeturichthys stigmatias 0. 14763 - 0 3009 0. 10107 0.85166
26 (dontamblyopus rubi aundus 0. 78744 - (0 00740 0. 46726 0.37780
27 Trypauchen vagina 0. 89188 0 02626 0. 4028 0.22043
28 Giero rypaudhen microaphalus 0. 17187 - Q79083 0. 08616 0.01566
29 Platycgphalus indiaus 0. 51799 0 57942 0. 14795 - 0.15429
30 Arnoglossus tenuis 0. 46078 Q0 17299 0. 64886 - 0.45346
31 Solea ovata 0. 20225 0 10649 0. 1729 - 0.23494
32 Zebrias zelra 0. 48469 0 30486 0. 55040 - 0.34568
33 CGynoglossus macrolepdous 0. 23506 0 20349 0. 45217 0.46805
34 CGynoglossus lineolatus 0. 40293 - Q0 13367 0. 66676 0.59292
35 Cynoglossus bilineatus 0. 96974 0 12396 0. 13362 0.08827
36 CGynoglossus puncticeps 0. 08769 - (18891 0. 02437 - 0.09%1
37 Gynoglossus semilaevis 0. 13449 0 88944 0. 09847 0.08763
38 Cynoglossus trigrammus 0. 25630 - 038548 0. 27992 - 0.50338
39 Gastrhysus spadiceus 0. 50198 0 09864 0. 72083 0.33769
40 Fugu ocdlatus 0. 49157 - 0 00988 0. 51673 - 0.08758
41 Loligo beka 0. 64004 0 16077 0. 1218 - 0.22%8
42 Sepiella maindroni 0. 29820 0 57318 0. 6229 - 0.10309
43 Odopus ocdlatus 0. 39278 - 0 66485 0. 28652 - 0.13655
44 Odopus variabilis 0. 35062 021313 0. 49033 - 0.10%7
45 others 0. 15282 0. 35730 0. 06377 - 0.33482
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3
Tab.3 Hang trawl: Principal components and their main spedes of fishes
Stolep horus commersoni, Loligo beka, Setpinna taty
1 12.20068 27.7% 27. 7% others, Loligo duvaucelii, Caranx kalla,
Osteomugil @ huyseni, Thrissa dussumieri
Thrissa vitirostris , Hapodon nehereus, Collichthys lucidus
Thrissa kammalensis , Gastrophysus padiceus
2 1055717 24.0% S1.7% Stol @horus chinensis, 1lisha elongata, Euplerogrammus muticus ,
Clupanodon punctatus
Trichiurus haumela Trichiurus brevis, Sardindla jussieut,
3 8. 38 19.9% 71 6% i]qﬂella maindroni , Leiognathus brevirostris ,
arengula nymphaea, Fugu xanthopterus ,
Ambassis gymnocephdlus
4 4. 36655 9.99% 81 5% » Engrgulis japo@cus, quzw'ac‘un,thus sa?)ula,
ampus argenteus, Johnius belengeri
4

Tab.4 Some bidogical characteristics statistics of main commercial species in the Pearl River estuary waters

(mm) (mm) W= a’

(9 a b
Sardindla jussieni FL 56~ 125 16.2 PC 3.45196E- 5 2.80348
Harengula nymphaea FL 48~ 160 118 (V~VD) 219 PC 1. 05586E- 5 3.06798
Clup anadon thrissa FL 88 200 140 11 125 I 323 DC 8.38673E- 6  3.10105
Clup anadon punctatus FL 54~ 1% 149 1V 145 VI 36.5 DC 6.53762E- 5 2. 68015
llisha dongata FL 35~ 310 150 IV 167 v 29.0 PE 7.00971E- 6 3. 06911
St olephorus commersoni SL 15~ 98 2.6 PE 5.4265E- 4 2. 9669
Stolehorus chinensis SL 48~ 110 4.6 PE 6.21745E- 5  2.58415
Coilia mystus SL 15~ 20 194 1 130 v 111 DE 1.01013E- 5 2. 82732
Hapodon nehereus SL 46~ 265 215 v 23.7 DC 4.8I517E-7 3.5084
Ell ochelon vaigiensis SL 29~ 212 90 v 92 v 28 4 PC 6. 2621E-5  2.7295
Osteomugil op huyseni SL 26~ 25% 99 v 88 v 25.2 PC 4. 4284E-5 2.81116
Caranx kdla FL 8~ 128 8.0 DC 2.3025E-5 2.91131
Chorinemus formosanus FL 35~ 115 5.8 PC 5.67R0E-5 2. 60055
Johnius belengeri SL 18 167 118 1V 101 v 12.7 DC 3.43P91E-5 2.8751
Umbrina russelli SL 52~ 132 106 1l 95 v 14.0 DC 8. 78318E- 6  3.19492
Argyrosomus argentatus SL 24~ 127 98 11 4.0 DC 2.73292E-5 2.92478
Pseudosciaena croea SL 19~ 240 166 v 145 v 16. 1 DC 1.80728E-5 3. 02868
Collichihys luddus SL 11~ 165 112 IV 105 v 13.7 DE 3.28068E- 5 2.91590
Eup lerogrammus muticus AL 15~ 160 110 11 125 v 21.9 DE 3.35658E-5 2.91:42
Lepturacanthus sawala AL 30~ 195 135 11 130 v 29.9 DC 2.06611E-5 2.96911
Trichiurus haumela AL 35~ 205 100 11 205 v 13.9 DW 9. ¥UO78E- 5  2.58894
Trichiurus lreus AL 38~ 168 5.1 DC 3.33318E-5 2. 81009
Pampus argenteus FL 20~ 300 150 IV 160 v 17.3 PC 2.57768E- 5 3.01416
Trypauchen vagina SL 19~ 170 7.9 DE 4. 4361E-5 2.58392
Platycephalus indicus SL 55~ 405 315 Ol 405 11 23.7 DC 5.8384E- 6  3.03398
Solea ovata TL 26~ 99 73 v 9.1 DC 2.20359E- 4 2.43015
Cynoglossus maaolepidotus TL 57~ 242 180 11 152 I\Y 9.4 DE 4. 417710E- 6 2.9139
Cynoglossus lineolatus TL 54~ 160 138 11 128 v 8.3 DC 3. 285E-6 3. 06062
Cynoglossus bilineatus TL 57~ 440 272 11 157 10.5 DC 2.73192E- 6 3. 10035
CGynoglossus trigrammus TL 83~ 275 235 v 275 v 20.1 DC 8.46651E- 6 2.8344
Loligo bdwa ML 12~ 115 36 v 18 v 7.6 DC 7.0004E- 4 2.45520
Loligo dwaucelii ML 22~ 115 44 v 46 v 113 DC 4. 79898E- 4 2.48084
Sepiella maindroni ML 10~ 12 72 11 55 v 14.2 DC 2. 2400E- 3 2. 24280

- : AL- ; FL— s ML- ; SL— ; TL— ®) : C- ; D- s E-

: P~ s W-
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Fig. 1 Spawning time of some commercial species in the Pearl River estuary waters
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Fig.2 Hierarchical cluser analysis of the composition of fishes in the Pearl River estuary waters
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