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HZAER 4 STAT3 XA Y] 7 Ak a) bz
- 40 Be 7E 3L K TH RE 47 #

EXE, A %, %XEH, F HxY,
;%\i#}(‘ 1,2,3’ % ‘%4, _/%_ Jrl 1,2,3*
(L EEE KPR, R EIT 361021;
2B FERY, BRI EER B F B CAEH AL, dEE EITT 361021
JVEFERT, MBHKTFEDE M S EFRE LEF L, EIT 361021;
4. F B LW RFEERSES TEYR, LR FE  266237)

Wi

WE: bt & ke 5 5 F %% F F 3 (signal transduction and activator of transcription 3,
STAT3) £ 41 & % % B & F 8y 48 A, 52 30 A | 3 4% % PCR(RT-PCR) #7 RACE-PCR # &
M H A #24 i # 3k 18 T STAT3 K H 87 41 7 M 4K (4jSTAT3-L #n AjSTAT3-S). AjSTAT3-L
B AJSTAT3-S JF ik 7 AE 2 K 4 5] & 2349 1 1470 bp, %5 #5 782 fn 489 M@ H B . AW
MM ERD T, ASTAT3-L B A 23 M E F, AJSTAT3-S 645 T % 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.
TR 21 ANAEF o AJSTAT3-L % 40T 7 9L 3h 4 STAT3, 1 N 3% 25 #73 (NTD, 1~120 L 4
HER). % h 48 e 45 43R (CCD, 140~313 {L Z 3£ B ). DNA 4 4 4545938 (DBD, 325~462 fx
AR Fn SH2 L5403, (577~672 (L AZ®R) M ko AHIRT AJSTAT3-L, AjSTAT3-S $4% T #A4~CCD
ZE, ENIDZ&MHE ek T ONEAER. RA#MINERE T, 4STATI-L fn
AjSTAT3-S i T % & # 2k STAT3 i Ly 2L & . Bk sh 4 STAT3 R § — X, H 5 STATI
Ao STATA R — K Lo BERRKRMERL T, ASTATI-L R AJSTAT3-S 3 & 1o T 40 f Ji
WA, 3t 3k AJSTAT3-L Fo AJSTAT3-S & 5 2% 41 4| Poly I : C % & # IFN 2 Mx & 3 F 4
B HREXYW, LRATEEENE RGH STAT3 RE G RMEK, HEAfHEa

K ¥R B TN A
KEEIR]: B A, 25 5% F W EH T 3(STAT3);, T @, fiHE
FESES: S 941 YEAFRERD: A

15 5 5 75 LG I F (signal transduction and B STAT K EAL & 74U, H) STAT1~4,
activator of transcriptions, STATs) J& — 2 & [ STATSA. STATSB Fll STAT6 ', % 5 i 0t 1Y
RS F, T gk 2 B AN AR A S 0 I T R EREAL, EEH S ALK . E LIRSS
FE o — RINBE R AL BB S N, S5 40 I} (N-terminal domain, NTD). & [l 12 i€ 2% #4 45
AR T AR A R, FLZE (coiled coil domain, CCD), DNA %% 4 1k (DNA-
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1518 KopE o R 45 4

binding domains, DBD), Src [f]J& 2 [X. (Src homo-
logy 2 domain, SH2) 45 ¥4 3ak A B 32 5 iy 110 5% 3% %
I 4, (transcriptional activation domains, TAD)™,
STAT3 fie ¥ 9 & B4 11 40 i /v & 6 (inter-
leukin 6, 1L-6) i 1k 1Y 2 MR 301 5 i R 752 5 90 1)
2H R A, VR I 20 B AR 3 PR e SR R
KB TR R WY, STAT3 Al 4 Z F 41 fifg
PR AR A PR 0 A4 TL-6 SR M5 A A 51
J & | IL-12. T & (interferon, IFN), IL-10. ki
200 it B % PR - S 0 TG AR S Y STATS il i
SH2 25 14 508 1 IR I sl S U8 — SR Ak, IR AR (45
727 i 22 IR WAL . K STAT3 73 T A 40
MiA% 5 38 ik DBD 45 & 8L R o, A H R
KM e84k, PR AN RAE L e T
STAT3 K 4 FBTUIE, 205l dr 44 STAT3a (4
92 ku), STAT3B (%) 83 ku). STAT3 (%Y 72 ku) LA
K STAT3S (2 64 ku)'"*", H:v STAT3a N & £
JE X 1) STAT3, STAT3y #il STAT3S i i 2 1 i}
DIBL =6, T/ STAT3B i# 43 mRNA /K- ) ik £
PESTUI =4, Jf Bk TR B Y TAD Y, L4
>k, STAT3 M4k 1 BE & fi (Danio rerio), W (Sin-
iperca chuatsi). K ZZ &} (Scophthalmus maximus) .
B v U HE A (Oreochroms mossambcus) .
(Ctenopharyngodon idella), #}ii £1 B fi. (Epineph-
elus coioides) M %k £1 # (Oplegnathus fasciatus) %5
i e e e e A, FERT i iR MEE
T 5WFL2E STAT3 0 IR 2 DB U A, 535
1M gcSTAT3al FlgeSTAT3a2™", 5 gcSTAT3al
HIEE, gcSTAT302 7E SH2 25 k) i 2 30 /> & 3k
R, T STAT3a, HAaH STAT3B HAFFE 2 Fh
Y] MK (STAT3B1 Fil STAT3B2), 5 STAT3A2
FALE, STAT3B FAVELS T — BN & 7518,
TEL MY THL IFN {5 S5 S b, IFN 5
H.Z k25 & J5 2 {8 Janus BB 1 (Janus kinase 1,
JAK 1) Fl % %2 B2 i B 2 (tyrosine kinase 2, TYK2)
HAC . LR BN I B R L STAT1 I STAT2,
i H 5 FHZE P75 A F 9 (interferon regulatory factor
9, IRF9) e N 15 5 ¥ ISGF3, #EAZN
¥ 5 45 5 F0 O PR 3l 7 09 1 3R R0 & T
(interferon-stimulated response elements, ISRE)
PEBUIG 1 G0 9% IO A DG A A R AR ok 1Y
WL R, STAT3 W25 T IFN #5555
Feo 1 AUFN &Y IFN AT 30E STAT3 JE A A] # —
Bk, @5 STATUE MR — Rk, 45545
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J&i 817 SBEs (STAT3-binding elements) JC 1 I
FEHRIRP, FE @R P RS R IR, 208
AP ZINIES T (red spotted grouper nervous nec-
rosis virus, RGNNV) Ji& 4% 1] fff 2& 1% 58 STAT3 119
S B, R W02 STAT3 Y G 159 5 K
YAy B, P A BE £ AT 40 L ) STAT3 3
PRI, AT i 2 BB N3 A B £ W1 R 9 2 (Singa-
pore grouper iridovirus, SGIV) & i, Jf & &M
il 240 Ji B R ARG A O SEI  R Gk, R
STAT3 25 T i W PLs 8 S e N A Y. SR,
STAT3 7 i R HU ik 85 o P I 2 b 19 4F T 1 A 16
R, AR,

185 fopg 2 K 6 L AR K SR A, HOE
TEFR K= i il 1B 5 v o A 28 R R A A
T 5 B 8 G (%) 1 b T2 A B R AR B8 B
SRIM , 0 A R 88 1 98 8 ) R 6k, N2 S5 4 3
T v A S i AT ™ S R 2T 3R T 4 g
(PR e o Horh e B T e 2 8 fi 5 M
REREMEMZ —. B, B A3 EEREE N EE (Ang-
uillid herpesvirus, AngHV) FIf 5 % 1) 5 fi55 < i 26 W
MEZRGE B Rpim . By, TR
S R L 10 3 3 A SN0 1 N O )
TR EE VRS , 124 1 T Wi A 0 4t
WEEY), RZLIREB N £, Bt 0%
A 1583 S 470 05 1 S e Y SR e UM ML T, R
HAohs # e B AL . A kR 1T T H
A 1% 4 (Anguilla japonica) STAT3(AjSTAT3-L) . H:
59 U) A AR (4jSTAT3-S)o I G 8 58 6 AR
i T AJSTAT3-L M2 AjSTAT3-S 75 4 s o 4 43 4ii
JERIH P R RGE o T & H A 68
fig 12 IFN . BT B S800 235 Mo 3 DY S 37 19
WA, DUy A 025 STAT3 I ¥ B 8
B PE N W VE AL, T i 5 6 s 25 12 922 5 B
PSR A A Bl

1 MRS A

1.1 SCIe#t Rt

fdt BE H A 68 i (7 24 14 5 5 29 200 g) W T4
HARIIEY, AT T KR 28+2)°C, TF
oK FRFEF H SR 2 Ji o RAERTH] 0.05 % T %
T R, R AR MELIE ZH 20 T TRIzol (Invitrogen) i
R, TWA D HEEE RAFET-80 °C KA T /5
SR SO BE L Bl S AR 2 AR AR 5 KK
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9H FIE, . HARB STAT3 KO ST ) M A A SE ke . 220 B 5 i B D) RE A 1519

FEREBE S PR B S W B R IEAT .
1.2 RNA {2EU X ¢cDNA B9 & %

L RNA 2 JU £ R TRIzol® reagent i 7| & Ui
45347, JfF]H gDNA Eraser (TaKaRa) &b ¥ &1
RNA, DAEBRIERA GG F I3RS 5E I i Tk
(1%, 120 V) £l RNA 5%, /] SMART™
RACE ¢DNA Amplification Kit (TaKaRa) i 7| & i#t
il st, A0 cDNA 8 —4 , JFRAFT-20 °C
#H.

1.3 5|41%1t5 PCR ¥/ 1%

FIH BE 5 f4 STAT3 J7 41 b Ff 7 )7 51, X
NCBI % #f& J& (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/) H' H
7S 118 fi 35 R 4H (GCA_003597225.1) #E 47 He X, 1k
HUPRSF A 05 BT 4R S 51 9 Aj-STAT3-F/R #17
PCRY" M (% 1) MK FR: cDNABIHR 1 pL,
T FUES# (10 umol/L) 45 1 pL, 10 x ExTagq Buf-
fer (20 mmol/L Mg”" plus) 5 uL, dNTP Mixture (2.5
mmol/L) 4 ulL,, TaKaRa ExTag (5 U/ul) 0.25 uL,
MFETCHE K 2B AR 50 uL. [ &&1F: 94 °C i
AP 3min; 94°C A8 30s, 56°C Bk 30s, 72°C
SEAH 3 min, 38 PEFR; 72 °C ZEAH110 min, MR
AT BT AT P HN T IE R 514, RACE-PCR J
I 25 9K 2 B SMARTer i1 57 & UL WA i 17, S
M. 94 °C HZAEYE 3 min; 94 °C 75 30s, 62°C
Bk 30s, 72°C #E# 3 min, 7 MEHR; 94 °C 7%
:30s, 60°CiE &k 30s, 72°C #EA# 3 min, #f7
18 MG feJm 72 °C ZEH 10 min, BRIFEER)E,

MG —% PCRYIG = B 1 pl FE T — %2
PCR & N A A, RN 45 PR IR I, PCR 47
35 KAEH . PCR F=HI2 1.2 Y% B IR A E 11 i Tk 43
BE, YIBCHE 0 KNG 060 i Tl e it 371 6
(Omega) HEAT I, K 1m0 1Se ™= 49 7 42 28 pMD-19T
(TaKaRa) A& , #EE 1k 2= KW AT 1 (Escheri-
chia coli) DH50 J&=Z A 1, £ PCR K 5 o0 FHAE e
B Je DN S04

1.4 F34ah

H BT 345149 ) %) 1] BLAST T B (https://blast.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Blast.cgi) # 17 [R5 He XF . F
ORFfinder ¥4 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/orffin-
der) T FF % 5 52HE (Open reading frame, ORF), i
F ExPASy 4 (https://web.expasy.org/protparam/)
P 3 i SEHLA L B SRR PR K P
781 . FIH Pfam (https://web.expasy.org/protparam/)
BT ARSI, dRERZEIFHIT
X} il it Clustal-X #5247 o FI ] MEGA-X #F
WHRRGREER, BAESH: P41 (Neighbor-
Joining, N-I), H & (Bootstrap) #£ 1T 1000 /X &
Kig5 . FH GSDS 2.0 # {f (http:/gsds.gao-lab.org/)
G HT R G54 K N AR
1.5 ERFRHZMSH

FI A FGENESH Fi 5 #il H A< 8 fifi STAT3 %k
J& (Unplaced Chimera 196, GCA 003597225.1)

UL AT L sk A, ] BlastP TH X
T 45 2R AT R PR LS o AL Bl STAT3 J

®1 KARFAASIYF

Tab.1 Primer sequences in this study

SRR SIIFF (5-3") P&
primer name primer sequences usage
AjSTAT3-F ATGGCCCAGTGGAATCAGTTG ORF#" 1%
ORF amplification
AjSTAT3-R TCAGTTGGGTGACGCCATGT

AjSTAT3-3'race-out

AjSTAT3-3'race-in

GAAGCCATCGAGCCTGACTTCAC

GAAGCCATCGAGCCTGACTTCAC

UPM-long CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGCAAGCAGTGG
TATCAACGCAGAGT
UPM-short CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGC
NUP AAGCAGTGGTATCAACGCAGAGT
AjSTAT3-F2 CGGAATTCGCCACCATGGCCCAGTGGAATCAG FALH AR
expression vector
AjSTAT3-R2 CGGGATCCATGGCCCAGTGGAATCAGC construction
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1520 KopE o R 45 4

JAE{5 BAE Ensembl (38 £ (http://asia.ensembl.org/
index.html) FF ¥ 5.,

1.6 FURNEMREER T

Wit A YN s eSSl , FIH
PCR 4" 34 AjSTAT3-L N AjSTAT3-S ¥ T 5 124
PCR =¥ Mk o . Bl aifb s, I T4 i#
% i (TaKaRa) 28 XL U) )2 W (EcoR'V/BamH 1)
i H 5 p3xFlag-CMV # AR AH %, 8 BB £k
JkL . 3 W 2 B AL 2 K AT T DHS o gk
Z AT, 2 PCRAG I o BH P 5 B J5 I 36 00F .
#| F§ Endo-free Plasmid Mini Kit Il i3] & (Omega)
Tl B R OK 5 o IFN AT Mx S 3 7 4R 45 R
(AjIFN2-pro, AjMxB-pro 5 AjMxC-pro) A A< 5 4
JIT A R R A

I 57 98 40 Al & 40 g (EPC, ATCC ® CRL-
2872™) F & A 10% FBS (Gibco). 2% 4 4 % %
(Hyclone) B MEM (Hyclone) £ F Je 1538, 55%
ZAE R 27 °C, 5% CO,o i 1 0.25 % JiR 25 11 /i -
EDTA (Gibco) #ATIH AL, TEFEYLTT 24 h,
BUAE ROIR ZS R B 4 M LA 1 x 106 AN /AL £ 5 5 4
T 24 LM . A FE 44 7] Lipofectamine 3000
(Invitrogen) ¥ AjSTAT3-L-FLAG 5 AjSTAT3-S-
FLAG EAZKIR RS A 3l 74 Bkl AJIFN2-pro
AjMxB-pro., B¢ AjMxC-pro DA K 42 [fiki pRL-TK
i ez EPC A . 5% 9% 6 hJ5 ffi ] 1 pg/mL
Poly I : C (Sigma) fill V240l . 4kZ3%5 5% 18 h JF UK
L 40, F| A Dual-Lucifersa®Reporter Assay Sys-
tem 1A £ (Promega) K %7€ 't 2 % 1

17 BRI

EPC 4 ifg 5% 77 Qn mip fr ik o 76 %% YL i 24 h,
T HCA: KRS R AR AL LA 1 % 10° AN LI 25
el F & 3 0% i 6 FLARA A rh B R i . A
i Ye i F) Lipofectamine 3000 ¥4 AjSTAT3-L-FLAG
¥ AjSTAT3-S-FLAG ER KRR Y EqM . 5%
Y24 h J5, FIH BRSO/ HT W AH AL E A7,
HARERAE . AETES DIO 28GR FE 10 min J5
FH 5 2 9% wp £ % W (phosphate buffer saline, PBS)
WHYE 3, FIH 4 % 2 5 H = R E E 20 min,
DL 1 %Triton X-100 i % 10 min, 484 PBS i
e 3 WIEH 10% L 1MmE G RAEYHAR) =
WEE 1 h, 404 PBS VL3 WG, MBI
i 5 1:200 B — $t (W $T FLAG, 66008-2-1g,

https://www.china-fishery.cn

Proteintech) T 4 °C # W & L % . H PBS ¥ ¥
ML 3R JE L R R L R 1: 200 B9 T
CoraLite594 (GEHT i, IgG, SA00013-3, Proteintech)
TERBFEEFMIE2h, ML 4K PBSEEEH
10 pg/mL DAPI Z 4, 10 min, 4i i 45 PBS 15 ¥k 3
Wa P56 K B Rl G = RAEWHAR) i
frd o fo O 3 5 £ B fUBE (Leica TCS SP8)
T

2 4R

21 EERFY S

H A2 STAT3 1) 2 55 SEA (4iSTAT3-L il
AjSTAT3-S) *) ORF K B 437l °& 2349 F1 1470 bp,
a3 Gkt 782 F1 489 R HETR . FER G5 S A 4
W B IR, AjSTAT3-L (GenBank: MZ813175) i1 23
AN F 224N E AL, T ASTAT3-S
(GenBank: MZ813176) itk 1552, 3. 4, 5. 6.
TR T WE PSSR BN,
AjSTAT3-L 55 2 W W F AL K 0, 1T 4jSTAT3-S
M AN TN 2, KA T W& FHA R
CAERE

FEB A3t 3 @R, AjSTAT3-L 25 1 il F
SN 89.39ku, HHBAFHLEN 5.81; AjSTAT3-S
EAMS TN 5535 ku, HIE%H AN 553,
SEER KA 45 R Bk, AJSTAT3-L Fil AjSTAT3-
SN EIKMEE A, VIR M E I B A
—0.393 F1-0.273, & 57 45 14 3k 73 B 45 2R R,
AJSTAT3-LEA 4 2453k . B NTD %544
W (1~120 7 Z 2 ). CCD &5 #4315k (140 ~ 313 fi;
2 B2 ). DBDZS 4 Il (325~462 i & ik 1R ) K
SH2 4% ¥ 3 (577~672 1 4 3 W ). M ® T
AJSTAT3-L, AjSTAT3-SHLZ T %4> CCD 45H45,
H NTD Z5#g 5t it 2% 1 69 M2 5L (] 2),

22 EREH#EMSH

BE R L L AMEr Mr 45 R BOR L AjSTAT3 & i
F Unplaced_Chimera 196 (GCA_003597225.1) /7,
H Wi 5 A5 43 91 4 Caveolae-associated pro-
tein 1 (CAVIN);
somal VO subunit A (4TP6V04); C-reactive protein
(CRP); Tumor Necrosis Factor Alpha Induced Pro-
tein 3 (TNFAIP3) F1 p53 apoptosis effector related to
PMP-22 (PERP), TI##EK A STATSB; GH3 dom-

o E K P2 2 320 sponsored by China Society of Fisheries
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914 4. H BN STAT3 S H

LR,

CoUb) S R e RE | A0 RE o K D RE BT

1521

2 0 0102 2 222000 0102 1 122 1

AjSTAT3-L
2 222000 0102 1 12 1
AjSTAT3-S
Bl 1 AJSTAT3-L F1 AJSTAT3-S EE LM REE
BOFTRFFNHET, BERRANET: BERASTRENF
1000 bp, 1 £R7R P& T BE KT 1000 bps #h 27 EJ7 M 7R
P T A AL
Fig.1 Schematic of the gene structure of
AJSTAT3-L and AjSTAT3-S

Black boxes represent exons, and lines represent introns; straight lines

indicate introns with size less than 1000 bp and concave-lines indicate
those larger than 1000 bp; numbers above the exons represent intron
phase

ain containing protein (GHDC); phospholipase C-like 2
(PLCL2);
H member 4 (KCNH4) Fll member RAS oncogene fam-
ily (RABSC), Frh L Jif 3E [ CAVIN1 . ATP6V0A
VLR R iF B IR STATSB. GHDC. KCNH. RABSC

potassium voltage-gated channel subfamily

1E o Ath £ 28 1 v S5 ME Bh W) STAT3 35 A i v 22
PR AR ST LR M, R AR S8 BT R AR Y
STAT3 F[H 5 5 5B ME S W) STAT3 3K H & [H 5
(K 3),

23 RBHASW

PEHURE B . PSR eATE . B2k
T FL2EAC R ML Bh Y STAT3 28 (A T 41 LA B 6
W) STAT KGR AW H# RGE R . Rk
WM BoR, B HESI Y STAT K% 43 h
6 8, 4394 STAT1, STAT2, STAT3. STAT4,
STATS5 } STAT6, H:H' STATS il STAT6 5 h—
KK, It5 STAT ZKEHA 4 B 53 IF. STATIL
FISTAT4 A — )5, F5H STAT3 BHh—K3L,
FE STAT3 433, 328 STAT3 B y—3Z, i
F STAT3 4r 1Y HEH, AjSTAT3-L Fll AjSTAT3-S
T REE 1028 STAT3 3 32 AU BLER (B 4),

o E K P2 % 2 32 /) sponsored by China Society of Fisheries
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Dj:ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂ A. japonica STAT3-L 1aQuNQLOQLDPRYLEQLYHLYSESFPMELROFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVEHNL, LqEMDQQYQRFLQENNVLYQHNLRRIKQHLQSKYLEKPMEIARIVARCLWEEQRLLQS’\T 120
LI 8308 4. japonica STAT3-S 1AQWNQLOQLDTRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANQES 51
Yifh - C. idella STAT30l 1AQWNQLOQLETRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGETDQQY SRELOENNVLY QHNLRR IKQHLOSKY LEKPMETAR TVARCLWEEQRLLQTAT 120
sl C.idella STAT3042 MAQWNQLQQLETRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGE T DQQYSRFLOENNVLY QHNLRRIKQHLOSKY LEKPME TARTVARCLWEEQRLLQTAT 120
W D. rerio STAT30] MAQWNQLOQLETRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGE I DOQY SRFLOENNVLYQHNLRRIKQHLOSKY LEKPME IARTVARCLWEEQRLLQTAT 120
HL D, rerio STAT302 MAQWNQLQOLETRYL ‘FQT.V—HVSDSFPMF‘T RQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGEIDQQY SRELQENNVLYQHNLRRIKQHLQSKYLEKPME TARTVARCLWEEQRLLOTAT 120
ZLEER T Takifugu rubripes  STAT3al MAQWNOLOOLETRYLEQLYE FLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFENLLGEIDQQY SRFLOENNVLY QHNLRRIKQHLQSKY LEKPMETARTVARCLWEEQRLLOTAS 120
LG R J5 0 Takifugu rubripes  STAT3a2 MAQWNQLQQLETRYLEQLV'-ILYSDSFPMEL,«QFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGAIDQQYQRFLQANN\/LYQHNLR“TVm—TO KYLEKPMEIARIVARCLWEEQRLLOTAS 120
HERLT B O mossambcusSTAT302 MAOWNQLOOLETRY LEQLYHLY SDSFPMELROFLAPWIESODWAY AANKESHATLVFENLLGE I DOQY SRFLOENNVLYQHNLRRTKOHLOSKYLEKPMDIARTVARCLWEEQRLLOTAT 120
WP AEf 0. mossambcusSTAT302 MAQWNQLQOLETRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGE I DOQYSRFLQENNVLYQHNLRRIKQHLOSKY LEKPMDIARIVARCLWEEQRLLQTAT 120
Hifh C. idella STAT3q] MAQWNQLOQLETRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESQDWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGE I DQQY SRFLQENNVLYQHNLRRIKQHLOSKYLEKPME IARTVARCLWEEQRLLOTAT 120
wifh  C idella STAT3¢2 MAQWNQLOOLETRYLEQLYHLYSDSFPMELRQFLAPWIESODWAYAANKESHATLVFHNLLGE I DQQY SRFLOENNVLYQHNLRRIKQHLQSKY LEKPMEIARTVARCLWEEQRLLOTAT 120
BT LK B 44 S5
H%@Qﬁ@ A. japonica STAT3-L ATSPDGQVTHPSGAVVTEKQOMLEHNLQDVRKRVODMEQKMKMLENLQDDE DFNYKT LKSQGEVSQELNGNN-QAATROEMAQLEQMLTALDOLRRQIVTEMAGLLSAKEFVQKNLTEEE 239
I A6801 4. japonica STAT3-S 51
witt C. idella STAT3al TVOQODGOVAHPTGTVVTEKQQI LEENLODIRKRVODMEQKMKMLENLODDFDFNYKTLKSAGELSQDLNGNS! TROKMSQLEQMLSALDQLRRQIVTEMAGLLSAMDEVQKNLT! 240
Yifh  C.idella STAT302 TVOODGQVAHPTGTVVTEKQQI LEKNLODIRKRVODMEQKMKMLENLQDDEDENYKTLKSAGELSQDLNGNSQAAATROKMSQLEQMLSALDOLRRQIVTEMAGLLSAMDFVQKNLTDEE 240
B D. rerio STAT3al TAQQDGOVAHPTGTVVTEKQQILEENLODIRKRVQDMEQKMKMLENLQDDFDFNYKTLKSAGELSQDLNGNS! TROKMSQLEQMLSALDQLRRQIVTEMAGLLSAMDEVOKNLT 240
B D. rerio STAT302 TAQODGQVAHPTGTVVTEKQQILEHNLQDIRKRVODMEQKMKMLENLQDDFDFNYKTLKS AGELSQDLNGNSQAAATROKMSQLEQMLSALDOLRRQIVTEMAGLLSAMDFVOKNLTDEE 240
LT4E% 0 Takifugu rubripes  STAT30] TABQDGOAANPSGTVVIEKQOTLEKNLODTRKRVQDMEQKMKMLENLODDEDENYKTLKS QGELSQDLNGNSQASATROKMAQLEQMLSALDQLRROTVTELGGLLTAMDY VQKNLT
THEZR M Takifugu rubripes  STAT302 TAAQDGOAANPSGTVVTEKQQILEHNLQDIRKRVODMEQKMKMLENLODDFDENYKTLKS QGELSQDLNGNSQASATROKMAQLEQMLS ALDQLRROIVTELGGLLTAMDY VOKNLT
BERWE T A O, mossambcusSTAT3a2 SATODGOAAHPTGTVVTEKQQTLEENLODIRKRVQDMEQKMKMLENLQDDFDFNYKTLKSOGELSQDLNGNSQARATROKMAQLEQMLSALDOLRROTVTEMGGLLTAMDYVOKNLT!
R WBEM O, mossambcusSTAT3a2 SATODGOARHPTGTVVTEKQQILEHNLODIRKRVQDMEQKMKMLENLODDFDFNYKTLKSQGELSQDLNGNSQAAATROKMAQLEQMLSALDQLRROIVTEMGGLLTAMDY VOKNLTDEE 24()
ity C idella STAT3¢] TVOODGQVAHPTGTVVTEKQQILEHNLQDIRKRVODMEQKMKMLENLQDDFDFNYKTLKSAGELSQDLNGNSQARATROKMSQLEQMLSALDQLRRQTVTEMAGLLSAMDEFVQKNLTD]
®ift C idella STAT302 TVOQDGOVAHPTGTVVTEKQQILEENLODIRKRVQDMEQKMKMLENLODDFDFNYKTLKSAGELSQDLNGNSQAAATROKMSQLEQMLSALDOLRROIVTEMAGLLSAMDEVOKNLTDEE 24()

A. japonica
. A. japonica
I

| e —————
STAT3-L LADWKRRQQIACIGGTPNTCLDRLETWITSLAESQLQIRQOIKKLEELQQKVSYKGDPIIQHRPALEEKIVDIFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVOFTNKVRLLVKFPELN 359
STAT3-S QPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVQFTNKVRLLVKFPELN 85
STAT30] LADHKRROQIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQOLOIRQOIKKLEELQQOKVSYKGDPI IQHRPALEEKIVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLY IKTGVQFTTKVRLLVKFPELN 360
STAT302 LADWKRRQQIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQIRQOIKKLEELQQKVSYKGDPI IQHRPALEEKIVDLERNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVOFTTKVRLLVKFPELN 360
STAT30] LADWKRROOIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQIROOIRKLEELQQOKVSYKGDPIIQHRPALEEKIVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVOFTTKVRLLVKFPELN 360
STAT302 LADWKRRQQIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQIRQOIRKLEELQQKVSYKGDPT IQHRPALEEKIVDLERNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVOFTTKVRLLVKFPELN 360
STAT3] LADWKRROQIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESOLQIROQIKKLEELQOKVSYKGDPT IQHRPALEEKIVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVOFTNKVRLLVKFPELN 360
STAT302 LADWKRROQIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQTRQOIKKLEELQOKVSYKGDPI IQHRPALEEKIVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLY IKTGVQF TNKVRLLVKFPELN 360
2 LADWKRRQQTACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLOIRQQIKKLEELQOKVSYKGDPIIQHRPALEEKIVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLYIKTGVQETNKVRLLVKFPELN 36()

D.
D. rerio
Gl Takifugu rubripes
Gl Takifugu rubripes
%
£
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SHi|
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A. Japonica
. A. japonica

il Tnktfugu rubripes
Jy fit Taszugu rubripes
HEE i

C. idella
C. idella

IHIIE NI S

STAT 3
u
O mossambcusSTAT302 LADWKRRQOTACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQTROQTKKLEELOQKVSYKGDPT IQHRPALEEKTVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVQFTNKVRLLVKFPELN 36()

O. mossambcusSTAT3¢2 YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAALE
AEff 0. mossambcus!

1 O. mossambcusSTAT302 YNMLTNHPKNVNFFTKPPVGTWDOVAEVLSWOFSSTTKRGLT IEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNYSGCQITWAKFCKENMAGKG!
i B HEf 0. mossambcusSTAT3¢2 YNMLTNHPKNVNFETKPPVGTWDOVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLT IEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQI TWAKFCKENMAGKG!

LEEKTVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVQF TTKVRLLVKFPELN 36()
LEEKIVDLFRNLMKSAFVVERQPCMPMHPDRPLVIKTGVQFTTKVRLLVKFPELN 36()

TAT3] LADWKRROQIACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQIRQQIKKLEELQOKVSYKGDPIIQH]
STAT3¢2 LADWKRROQTACIGGPPNICLDRLETWITSLAESQLQIRQQOIKKLEELQOKVSYKGDPIIQE

DBD 4k

66l A. japonica STAT3-L YQLKIKVCIDKESGD--SLRGSRKFNILGTNTKV LSAEFKHLTLREQRCGSGGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLI TFETEVYHQGLKINLETHSLPVVVISNICQMPNAWASTLW 477
{3 g A. japonica STAT3-S YQLKIKVCIDKESGD--SLRGSRKFNILGTNTKVMI SNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQR GGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLITFETEVYHQGLKINLETHSLPVVVISNICQMPNAWASTILW 203
C. ide l[[l STAT3al YQLKIKVCIDKESGDVAAIRGSRKFNILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLITFETEVYHQGLKIDLETHSLPVVVISN: MPNAWASILW 480
C. idella STAT302 YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAAIRGSRKFNILGTNTKY LSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLITFETEVYHOGLKIDLETHSLPVVVISNICOMPNAWASILW 480

STAT3ql YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAAIRGSRKENILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVIEELHLITFETEVYHOGLKIDLETHSLPVVVISNICOMPNARASILW 480
STAT3¢2 YQUKIKVCIDKESGDVAATRGSRKFNILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNS DASLIVIEELHLI TFETEVYHOGLK T DLETHSLPVVVISNICQUPNAWAS LW 48()
STAT3q] YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVASIRGSRKFNILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVIEELHLI TFETEVYHOGLKI DLETHSLEVVV.

STAT3(2 YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAS TRGSRKFNILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNS DASLIVIEELHLI TFETEVYHQGLKI DLETHSLEVVV.
RKFNILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSL EFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLITFETEVYHQGLKIDLETHSLPVVVISNICQOMPNAWASILW 480
STAT3¢2 YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAATRGSRKFNILGTNTKVMNMEESNNGSLSAEFKHLTLREQR TNSDASLIVTEELHLITFETEVYHQGLKIDLETHSLPVVVISNICOMPNAWASTLY 48()
STAT3¢] YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAAIRGSRKENILGTNTK LSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLI TFETEVYRQGLKI DLETHSLPVVVISNICQMPNAWAS TLW 48()
STAT3q2 YOLKIKVCIDKESGDVAAIRGSRKFNILGTNTKVM SLSAEFKHLTLREQRCGNGGRTNSDASLIVTEELHLITFETEVYHQGLKIDLETHSLPVVVISNICQMP] STLW 48()

N T T T

—_—
STAT3-L YNMLTNHPKNINFETKPPVATWDQVAEVLTHOFSSTTKRGLTLDQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQI TWAKECKENMAGKGEFSFWVWLDNI IDLVKKY ILALWNEGFI TGFISKERERAILS 597
STAT3-S YNMLTNHPKNINFFTKPPVATWDQVAEVLTWQFSSTTKRGLTLDQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQI TWAKFCKENMAGKGFSFWVWLDNI IDLVKKY ILALWNEGFITGFISKERERAILS 323
STAT3al YNMLTNHPKNVNFFTKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNYSGCQI TWAKFCKENMAGKGFSFWVIWLDNT IDLVKKY I LALWNEGY IMGFISKERERAILS 600
STAT302 YNMLTNHPKNVNFFTKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQI TWAKFCKENMAGKGFSFWVWLDNT IDLVKKY ILALWNEGY IMGFI SKERERAILS 600
STAT30l YNMLTNHPKNVNFETKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQITWAKFCKENMAGKG] WVWLDNIIDLVKKYILALWNEGY IMGFISKERERAILS 600
STAT302 YNMLTNHPKNVNFETKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQI TWAKECKENMAGKGESFWVIWLDNI IDLVKKY ILALWNEGY IMGFISKERERAILS 600
STAT3q] YNMLTNHPKNVNFETKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQITWAKFCKENMVGKGFSFWVWLDNI IDLVKKY ILALWNEGY IMGFISKERERALLS 600
STAT3¢2 YNMLTNHPKNVNFETKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSWQFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCVNY SGCQI TWAKFCKENMVGKGFSFWVWLDNT IDLVKKY TLALWNEGY IMGF I SKERERALLS 600
WVWLDNIIDLVKKYILALWNEGY IMGFISKERERAILS 600
FWVWLDNIIDLVKKYILALWNEGYIMGFISKERERAILS 600
STAT3q] YNMLTNHPKNVNFETKPPVGTWDQVAEVLSHOFSSTTKRGLTIEQLTTLAEKLLGPCYNY SGCOT TWAKFCKENMAGKGFSFWVILDNT IDLVKKY TLALWNEGY IMGFTSKERERATLS 6()()
STAT302 YNMLTNHPRNVNEF TKPPVGTWDOVAEV LSHOF SS TTKRGLT TEQLT TLAEKLLGECVNY SGCQI TWAKE CKENMAGKGE SFWVWLDNT IDLVKKY ILALWNEGY IMGF ISKERERATLS 6(()

e

2 Fig.2)
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1522 KopE o R 45 4

El;gﬁ%%m A, japonica STAT3-L mroear

HA &6 A. japonica STAT3-S

it C.idella STAT3al prp IMGYKIMDA

Hifs C.idella STAT302 PEP, IMGYKIMDA

W D, rerio STAT3al pxe IMGYKIMDATN

B £ STAT302 PKP YKI

TG IR TS 7l Takifugu rubripes  STAT3ol PKE

2118 il Takifugu rubripes  STAT302 PKP

B 2 O. mossambcusSTAT3a2 PKPPGTFLL TQPYLKTKE'
S PR O. mossambcusSTAT3a2 PKPPGTELL TQPYLKTKE.
it C.idella STAT3 01 PKPPGTFLL FICVTP- 718
hift C.idella STAT3¢2 PKPPGTFLLI YLKTKFICVTP-718
||$@§’ﬁ@ A. japonica STAT3-L

LI 2y A. japonica STAT3-S

5t C. idella STAT3al

A Cidella STAT3a2

B D, rerio STAT3al

K D rerio STAT302

21 18 ili  Takifugu rubripes  STAT3al

218 i Takifugu rubrlp(\ STAT3a2 PSVFMDLPESELLGNGFPGT

5 &5 STAT302 T :

%%Hﬁ v A O. mossambcusSTAT3a2 PSVFMDLPDSELLGNGFEGT SDLFPMSPRTLDSLM-HNEAEATPGHMDSLTLEMDVAS ~PM============—===—==—— 784

it idella STAT3al

i C. idella STAT302 QEHMQSTP--~LSFLYNMD!

2 WEHYSTATI EEBRFIILL YT
AHE IR A s, MURMERERE. Al 2R RFNESEWIBTELX FY LA k&R FTAFH SRS #M (CiSTAT3al,
KC978890; CiSTAT3a2, KC978891; CiSTAT3bl, KU559609; CiSTAT3b2, KU559610), P& fi (DrSTAT3al, NM_131479; DrSTAT3a2,
XM_005163796), 4 #& % J5 fifi (TrSTAT3al, XM_003964795; TrSTAT3a2, XM_003964796), % % k3¢ % JF f4 (OmSTAT3al,
XM_013269622; OmSTAT3a2, XM_013269621)

Fig.2 Multiple alignment of teleost STAT3 proteins

Identical residues are indicated with asterisks (*), and similar amino acids are indicated with dots (.) and colons (:); the conserved domains of STAT3 are
indicated by the arrows above the alignment; GenBank accession numbers are as follows: C. idella (CiSTAT3al, KC978890; CiSTAT302, KC978891;
CiSTAT3B1, KU559609; CiSTAT3B2, KU559610), D. rerio (DrSTAT3al, DrNM_131479; DrSTAT302, XM _005163796), Takifugu rubripes

(TrSTAT3al, XM_003964795; TrSTAT302, XM_003964796), O. mossambcus (OmSTAT3al, XM_013269622; OmSTAT3a2 XM _013269621)
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9 1 R, 5. AR STAT3 M0y U1 S A (0 se B . 040 M o 457 X 1 e 43 A 1523
1 2 5 i B A 5 75 A 6 B KVGPEHS Je® B e
A. japonica Lepisoteus oculatus Astyanas mexicanus D. rerio Gadus morhua O. niloticus
pEIRp v HSDI17BI 4 [TMEMSGEY LRRIC3B N HSDI17Blf HSDI17B1f
TNFAIP3 [4 NAGLU |4 I STK17AL[Y STKI7ALNY
SAP_ |4 STKI7ALJY STKI7ALly STKI7AL}, ATP6VOA[Y ATPevoAlf
ATP6VOAJA xtpovoa g4 ATPovoa Al ATP6VOAN, CAVINI |y CAVINI J§
CAVIN1 |§ CAVINIBfY CAVINIAlY CAVINIAlY ¥ v
* # * * STATSA * STAT5A *
STATSB |y STATSA |¥ STATSA ¥ STATSA J§
GHDC [§ GHDC |} KCNH4AJ KCNH4AJ
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KCNH4 |§ KCNH4BY KCNH4ALY KAT2A |{ KAT2A |
RA}I35C V RAIBSC v @@; RA:gsc v DHIXSS v DHIX58 v
Unplaced Chimera 196  Chr:LG15 Chr:2 Chr:3 GeneScaffold 1701 GL831149.1
(a)
N ¥ G S0 R BN 7 Rt
H. sapiens Canis lupus familiaris Gallus gallus ~ Anolis carolinensis X. leavis Latimera chalumnae
I I
COASY f CO!\SY f MILX * ACLY f
HSDI1sB1 |4 HsD1sBI[4 COASY 4 NAGLU |4
NAGLU |4 NAGLU |4 NAGLU |4 AsIC2 |4 STKI9AL]Y
ATP6VOA 4 ATP6VOA 1|4 ATP6VOA T4 ATP6VOA4 hpovoa 14
CAVINL |y CAVINI [y PTRF_ |y CAVINI ¥ CAVINL Y
i v i i v
STATSA |4 STAT5A |4 STATSA |§ PITPNCI |4
STATSB |y STATSB |§ GHDC ¥ STATSB J§
GHDC |y GHDC J§ I HCRT |§
HCRT |y HCRT | HCRT | KCNH4 |§ [ cHpc Jy
KCNH4 |y KCII\JH4 v KCNH4 |y
I
Chrl7 Chr9 Chr27 Chr6 KV460429.1 JH127589.1

(b)

3 & STAT3(a) RE M EHERNY STATI(b) B F B LAY [E] 2t 43 47
TIHER QR I R, B RIR Qe k. T7HE R 77 BB AR OR Ytk i 5 B scaffold 44 7R, i ko 22 K 5% 3R 7 17
Fig. 3 Synteny comparison of gene loci of STAT3 in teleosts (a) and other vertebrates (b)

Conserved genes are boxed, and vertical lines represent chromosome, numbers below boxes denote chromosome number or scaffold names, arrows

indicate the transcription orientation of each gene
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1524 Ko %R 45 %
ﬁ': Yt C.idella STAT3al KC978890
99 it C.idella  STAT3a2 KC978891
_:ﬂi%ﬁ D. rerio STAT3al NM_131479
100 BEL D, rerio STAT302 XM_005163796
Hifh C. idella STAT3B1 KU559609
74 Hift C. idella STAT3B2 KU559610
ﬂ:ﬁﬂ%%ﬁﬁ@t T. rubripes  STAT3al XM_003964795
04 YL ZR T T rubripes STAT302 XM_003964796
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97 H A 624 A. japonica STAT3-S <=
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100 100 MRS X laevis  STAT3 XP 031750540.1
E}\ H. sapiens STAT3 NP 644805.1
100 /N M. musculus STAT3 NP 998824.1
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100 76 N H. sapiens STAT1 NP 009330.1
8 X G. gallus STAT1 XP 015144878.1
8 o1 Tt L. chalumnae STAT1 XP 006009913.1 STAT1
100 AEPURESE X laevis  STAT1 XP 012826050.2
o7 022 SR Anolis carolinensis STAT1 XP 003217475.1
R Callorhinchus milii STAT1 XP 007888352.1
Wi D. rerio STAT1 ENSDARP00000000280
83 R4 Callorhinchus milii STAT4 XP 007888353.1
] 00 R0 D, rerio STAT4 XP 0051679371
% FEth L. chalumnae STAT4 XP 006009912.1 STAT4
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100 L0252 SR Anolis carolinensis STAT4 XP 003217464.1
100 N H. sapiens STAT4 NP 003142.1
60 ¥ G. gallus STAT4 NP 001254484.1
BELy i D, rerio STAT2 ENSDARP00000124003
5 Tt L. chalumnae STAT2 XP014340161.1
84 MRS X laevis  STAT2 NP 001123402.1 STAT2
56 N H.sapiens STAT2 NP 005410.1
20 X G.gallus STAT2 XP 015155768.1
98 4,22 R Anolis carolinensis STAT2 XP 008102199.1
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85 X G. gallus  STAT6 XP 025001422.1
95 022 SR Anolis carolinensis STAT6 XP 016850723.1 STATS
% LTS X laevis STAT6 XP 002939755.1
47 Tt L. chalumnae STAT6 XP 014348278.1
W& A BRI Paramormyrops kingsleyae STAT6 XP 023655510.1
9 B ti D, rerio STAT6 ENSDARP00000026606
100 6% Lepisosteus oculatus STATSb XP 015217365.1
86 BIRXG  Numida meleagris STATSb XP 021233588.1
100 hifEds  Pelodiscus sinensis STATSa XP 025035519.1
p” i': A H. sapiens STATSb NP 036580.2 STATS
N M. musculus - STATSb NP 001107035.1
7 _|:}\ H. sapiens STATS5a NP 001275647.1
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Fig. 4 Phylogenetic analysis of vertebrate STATSs

The NJ phylogenetic tree was constructed by MEGA-X software; bootstrap values are indicated at nodes; arrows indicate the AjSTAT3
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Fig.5 Subcellular localization of AjSTAT3-L and AjSTAT3-S
(a) Nuclei were stained with DAPI, (b) AjSTAT3-L or AjSTAT3-S were stained with CL594, (c) cytoplasm and cell membrane were stained with DIO,

(d) the merged image is shown in the right panel
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Fig. 6 Effect of AjSTAT3-L and AjSTAT3-S on the luciferase activity of the eel IFN or Mx promoter constructs
(a) AjIFN2-pro, (b) AjMxB-pro, (c) AjMxC-pro; 1. FLAG, 2. AjSTAT3-L, 3. AjSTAT3-S; results are representative of three independent experiments,

each performed in triplicate; data are mean + SD; * above each bars indicate significant difference (* P < 0.05; ** P <0.01) compared with control
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Cloning, subcellular localization and functional analysis of STAT3 and its
splicing isomer in Japanese eel (Anguilla japonica)

LI Wenxing ', ZHENG Fang', LING Lulu', LIANG Ying ",
HUANG Wenshu '*?, NIEPin‘, HUANG Bei '**

(1. College of Fisheries, Jimei University, Xiamen 361021, China;
2. Engineering Research Center of the Modern Industry Technology for Eel, Ministry of Education,
Jimei llniversity, Xiamen 361021, China;
3. Engineering Research Center of Aquaculture Breeding and Healthy Aquaculture of Fujian,
Jjimei llniversity, Xiamen 361021, China;
4. School of Marine Science and Engineering, Qingdao Agricultural University, Qingdao 266237, China)

Abstract: Signal transducer and activator of transcription 3 (STAT3) is a member of the STAT protein family that
controls cell proliferation, differentiation and inflammation. Recent studies have found that STAT3 also plays a
key role in regulating host antiviral immune response. In order to study the roles of STAT3 in teleost antiviral
response, two cDNA sequences encoding STAT3 (4jSTAT3-L and AjSTAT3-S) were obtained from Anguilla
Japonica, by reverse transcription polymerase chain reactions (RT-PCR) and rapid amplification of cDNA ends
PCR (RACE-PCR) experiments. The open reading frames of 4jSTAT3-L and AjSTAT3-S are 2349 bp and 1470 bp
in length, coding 782 and 489 amino acids (aa), respectively. Gene structure analysis revealed that 4jSTAT3-L con-
sists of 23 exons and 22 introns, while 4jSTAT3-S was generated by alternative splicing lacking the exons 2-7 and
exon 21. Similar to its mammalian counterpart, the predicted protein sequence of 4jSTAT3-L possesses an N ter-
minal domain (NTD, 1-120 aa), a coiled coil domain (CCD, 104-313 aa), a DNA binding domain (DBD, 325-462
aa) and a Src homology 2 domain (SH2, 577-672 aa). Whereas, AjSTAT3-S lacks the entire CCD and C-terminal
tail sequence of NTD (69 aa). Phylogenetic analysis showed that AjSTAT3-L and 4jSTAT3-S formed a basal clade
to teleost STAT3, and vertebrate STAT3 genes were grouped together to form a clade that was sister to the clade of
STAT1 and STAT4. Subcellular localization experiments showed that AjJSTAT3-L and AjSTAT3-S are predomin-
antly localized in cytoplasm. Luciferase reporter assays were performed to study the effect of AjSTAT3-L and
AjJSTATS3-S on the transcriptional activity of antiviral genes, showing that the overexpression of 4jSTAT3-L or
AjSTAT3-S suppressed the Poly I : C-induced activation of /FN and Mx promoters. Taken together, we have iden-
tified AJSTAT3 and its transcript variant, a novel isoform of STAT3 generated by alternative splicing. Both iso-
forms are functionally relevant and played a negative regulatory role in fish antiviral immune response.

Key words: Anguilla japonica; signal transoluction and activator of transcription 3 (STAT3); subcellular localiza-
tion; negative regulation
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