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25 EIRIEE vasa BIREE R T ERRIEDH

1,2% 12 12 12 12 12 12
) > ) ) > )
(1. , 350108;
2. , 350108)
fit vasa ScVHG cDNA 1 962 bp, 654
, DEAD 9 )
VASA )
VASA 77%, 17%, 79%, 90%, 74% , 89%, 79%
86% RT-PCR , ScVHG RNA
, ScVHG ,
; , ScVHG
, ScVHG vasa ,
) fi
fill; vasa; ;
:Q785;S917 TA
i (Spinibarbus caldwelli), ,
(Cyprinidae) fi[! (Barbinae) fil,  (Spini-
barbus), s
, (molecular marker) s
(-4 s vasa (Danio re-
, ; rio)>0), (Oncorhynchus mykiss)",
, (Oreochromis niloticus)™, W (Oryzias latipes)™,
, (Carassius auratus gibelio)'”, (Carassius
, auratus)''?, (Silurus meridionalis)!*"
vasa ATP
fipt RNA ' DEAD
. [12]
[1-4] , ’
Yt BEA: 2011-10-28 &= HHA: 2012-02-08
ZEEmA (81072616); (2011J01149);
(JA09063)
BIAES: , E-mail: biotlh@fjnu.edu.cn
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6 , il vasa 869
, vasa RNA DNase
[t DNA cDNA
S vasa GenBank vasa
[13-14] i vasa cDNA , Vi Vg,
(Spinibarbus caldwelli vasa homolog 1 cDNA , Vi Vi
gene, ScVHG) , ScVHG, 95 C 5 min; 95
, C 30 s, 48 C 30s, 72 C 2 min, 25
fip ;72 C 10 min PCR 1%
1
11 T7 RNA pSURE-
fie T : DH5a,
, 1000 g, ’
(Invitrogen)
12 1.4
Dnase I (RNase Free), RNA , DNA GenBank
Polymerase, Marker > 17 BlastX (http://www.ncbi.nlm.
RNA polymerase, . .
nih.gov/Blast.cgi),
(Roche) ; QIAG-
EN ; , cDNA
Omega ; Trizol , GenBank
Invitrogen ; DEPC, x-gal, IPTG BBI ; BlastP
DHS5aq pBlueScript ClustalX 1.83 GenBank
KS : , VASA
, GeneDOC
1.3 fitt SCVHG ClustalX 1.83
, , MEGA 4.0 (Neigh-
Trizol , bor-Joining, NJ) , Bootstrap
RNA RNA R , Bootstrap 100,
#=1 5I¥F35
Tab.1 Primer sequences
gene . (5'—>3" /bp
primer sequence length of the products
peactin Br CTCTTCCAGCCTTCCTTCCT 26
Br TCCACATCTGCTGGAAGGTG
A\ ATGGCTTGTGCTCACAC 1926
Vi GCTGTCTGCTTCATCCA
e ViRt CATCCAGAACCAAATACCG 619
VRRT GGACCCAAGGTTGTCTATG
Vs CGGGATCC CATCCAGAACCAAATAC 619
template of sense probe Vsr CCCAAGCTT GGACCCAAGGTTGTCT
Var CCCAAGCTT CATCCAGAACCAAATA 619
template of antisense probe Var CGGGATCC GGACCCAAGGTTGTCT
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1.5 ScVHG fit NBT/BCIP,
8 , RNA,
DNase | DNA )
cDNA, [-actin , vasa
i ( B Pr 2.1 fift vasa
Vit Virr 1) 95 C 5 Trizol fig
min, 94 C 305,50 C 30s,72 ‘C 1min, 30 RNA; , OligodT
,72 C 10min 5 puL 2% ; cDNA ;
VS VA, PCR @E
1.6 ScVHG (D
AL 58 ZARA 41 & pSURE- > 2000bp PSURE-T
ScVHG , Vs Vsg Var Var ’ bH>a
(
1 ), pBlueScript I KS ,

pblue-ScVHG-s
pblue-ScVHG-a
pblue-ScVHG-s
pblue-ScVHG-a ,
, T7
RNA cRNA

448 A 2 3 (DEPC)

RNase
4% (PFA)
16 h >

,4 C
7 pm,

12 min,

K , 0.25% ; )

66% /2xSSC 60 C
1h, 2~6 ng/ulL ,
60 C 3 5%SSC 50%
, RNaseA  RNaseT 37 C
; Buffer 1

(0.1 mol/L , 0.15 mol/L NaCl, pH 7.5)
5 min, Buffer II( 1% BSA 2% blocking
solution) 1 h; DIG R
4 C 4 (0.1 mol /L Tris-HCI
(pH9.5) 0.05 mol /L MgCl, 0.1 mol /L NaCl 0.1%
Tween-20) 10 , 8 10

lh, 9 ,
2 mmol /L 5

4 000 bp——»

2000 bp—

1 PCR ¥ #&E&EFE ScVHG
M. DL10000™ ;L. ScVHG

Fig. 1 PCR amplification of ScVHG in S. caldwelli
M. DL10000™ DNA Marker; L. PCR product of ScVHG.

2.2 ScVHG
, il vasa
1962 bp, 654
DEAD
9 (  2): xYxxPTPVQ,
AQTGSGKTA, PTRELINQ, TPGR, DEAD, SAT,
XVFVETK, RGLD, HRIGRTGR GG
(1] xYxxPTPVQ Q ,
(161 ARKF DEAD
VASA  PLI10 (17
2.3
GenBank
, BlastX , filt ScVHG
vasa , vasa
ScVHG
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MDDWEEDQGPVVSCRSGFDVDGSSWKTTAgdgfrerggrggsrggrggfRNTFKSET
DENGNDEgwkgegqererggfrgetcdgGSEETGRRGFGRENDENgtdegwkggegrergrgg
frggtrdggedeetGRreterggfreRNEEVFSKASTADKPDQEAGENAGPRKVVY Vppppp
eeESSIFSHYATGINFDKY DDILVDVSGSNPPK AIMTFDE AGLCESLRKNV TKS(G]
YVKPTPVQKYGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAAFLLPILQRLMADGVAASKF
SEVQEPEAIIVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYGGINTGY TIREVLK
GCNVLCGTPGRLLDIIGRGKVGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMRKLVG
SPGMPSKEDRQTLMESATYPEDIQRMAADFLKVDYIFLAVGVVGGACSDVEQ
TIVQVDQYSKRDQLLEVLRATGNERTMVFVETKRS ADFIATFLCQEKISTTSIH
GDREQREREKALSDFRTGQCPVLVATSVAARGLDIEQVQHVVNFDLPSSIDEY
VHRIGRTGRICGNIGR AVSFFNPESDTPLARSLVKVLSGAQQEVPKWLEEIAFG
AHGTTGFNPRGKVFASTDTRKGGSFKTDEpprasapspaaa ADDEEWE

DEAD-box

2 ScVHG EFmIBMIERFT

RG RGG

;N RGG ARKF GG doublet

Fig. 2 Deduced amino acid sequence of ScVHG
The well-conserved motifs of the DEAD-box protein family are boxed in black. Tryptophan is shaded. RGG repeats, ARKF motifs and GG
doublet in the N-terminal are underlined. Lower-case letters show the glycine-rich region.

S GenBank BlastP
, , , (Monopterus
albus), , (Thunnus orientalis),
(Ctenopharyngodon idellus)y VASA
3, 77%, 17%, 79%, 90%,
74% , 89%, 79%, 86% , vasa
fitt VASA
( 4, )
VASA VASA
, fil! VASA
2.4 ScVHG {4l
vasa fit
) VErr
VrrT,
cDNA , RT-PCR
vasa
it B-actin
) , vasa
mRNA ,
fi]
(35
2.5 SCVHG mRNA
RNA vasa mRNA

>

fit
, vasa mRNA
, vasa mRNA
, , vasa
mRNA s
3
vasa DEAD 18
RNA il vasa
(ScVHG) (1 962 bp);
DEAD 9
1] , AQTGSGKTA N
260~269 ATP-A , ATP
, ATP ; DEAD
374~378 ATP-B R ATP
, DEAD )
VASA PLI0 P68 1
s N 16  RG(arginine-glycine)
9 RGG (arginine-glycine-glycine) s
VASA
(G-rich re-
gion), , RNA
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C. gibelio 1 Eiklidcdhlel GIAAE C SEIeddG LS SRGADGGFRKSFYTGS TENGKANN|ZDGD IMTP¥AGDGF
C. arassius 1 joindnli b3 3lel )RR C S G LS SRGADGGFKSFYTGS T[ENGKANN)ZDGD) AT AGDGF
S. caldwelli MM D DWE ED Qe P VYV S8 S G F e DVD TA[ei e
C. idellus IMMDDWEEDQEPVVS[JIUS GF[g NEKSNNJZDSE EEIGDGF
D. rerio 1 SCSGLGSNGSDGGFKSFYTGGA NDESNS|=GJNE| EMT -
O. mykiss | ENPDISV T TS NEEGLESWT QSSSFGRPIDKVEISWNSGCG[E]
O. niloticus I PWEIAOETATSGTCALTS - - -------=-=-=---=------- DTSTGGUOEDF NSDHEFQ
T. orientalis 1 I33E - -GNTHTIILTS--~~--~-=========c==-=- RTSS)ZGHQEDF EEFG
M. albus | REPRIPEG- -TTCEJSITFTC---=-~-----==-==--=--=---- DNTI)GpyH[ED EVPD
consensus | MddWeEdgq pvvs gn ks e tdgsswkttagdgf
C. gibelio 61 EEREES S EE N T TR E N HEELEAD - Be EEEEEESRGGFRGGFR- - - - -
C. arassius 61 plep:leled:Tefed:d Teled:Teled 33 T) 3434 TINHUEIVHIHBAD - 159G Qed ey dele SRGGFRGGFR- - - - -
8. caldwelli 34 B E (el G R G R G G
C. idellus 'SMRGRGGRGGSRGGRGGHRNIWFK SEWDENEINDEGWR GEEESIGR G R G G
D. rerio 60 13435 TG S| GlellN[elG)n S Rle)ide)lele FRGGFRSGSRDENDE
O. mykiss 45 GlgGR[ep:Te - [:AelelGleDIIK S - 1YSEIGAGIHYGRED - - - - - KDSSWNS[le- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Q. niloticus 40 GRG---KNSFGAEDGAGDGD QNNTA-ERISS--------=--=-----
T. orientalis 38 Ele)¥eleh:leir Gi¥elel- - -)gK SSY SEGGHG - - WD - [@WNNAGE- ERE- - - - - - ---------
M. albus 38 BID -[fAHWNIT[e]e]- - - EQIGGIRGRGRG- - - - - - - FRMDQS-EMND-------=--------
consensus 61 rgrggrggsrGGrggfrntfkse dengndegwkg e grgrgg
C. gibelio
C. arassius
S. caldwelli
C. idellus
D. rerio
O. mykiss
O. niloticus
T. orientalis AGIEOGRGREFCRMDQSEFNG - DEN
M. albus ) Lelel T 1EGlelRGREGEFR]- - - -ODFRGEIRG[ERGREG- -
consensus 121 FrggfrdGg eetGrrgfgren eng degwkggegr
C. gibelio IYEGRGRGGFRGGFRDGE/GDEJTGKRGFGRGGFRGRNEEVFSKE
C. arassius [ ¥MGRGRGGFRGGFRDGEGDERTGKRGFGRGGFRGRNEEVFSKY
S. caldwelli IREGRGRGGFRGGFRDGGGDERTGKRGFGRGGFRGRNEEVFSKY
C. idellus [RINGRGRGGFRGGFRDGEGDERTGKRGFGRGGFRGENEEVFSK
D. rerio INW(MGRGRGGFRGGFRDGGGDEEEGKRGFGRGGFRGRNEEVFSK
O. mykiss 117 =il piS[elelednGG - - - - [QgeGlele Y DI AT AGERMIVGGGDGGEN - - PGP AY
O. niloticus 116 [JURIIERG - - - - - - - el EQGGRS - 1:le/K DIGK SLLIJARGY PAENADEYS - D - - R|gR)\Y
T. orientalis 110 GRGRG@GFSQQGGRG GFGleGER{R G 4YEE)S TRGEDKEPEKKDDS-D--RI
M. albus 102 RG--==-=====- EFTE S FEGNNKNRETKDVS -DSDEKYR
consensus 181 grgrGgfrggfrdgggde tgkrGFgrGgfRGrnEevfskastadk dgea e agPkv
C. gibelio PRV YVPPPPPEIHESSIFSHYATGINFDKYDDILVDVSGSNPPEAIMTFDEA[JSCESLRENVY
C. arassius PYANYVPPPPPEIJESSIFSHYATGINFDKYDDILVDVSGSNPPKAIMTFDEA[JJCESLRENVS
S. caldwelli NV YVPPPPPEPRESSIFSHYATGINFDEYDDILVDVSGSNPPEAIMTFDEAELCESLRENV)S
C. idellus 190 VYVPPPPPEESIFSEEATGINFDKYDDIEVEVSGSNEPKAIHTFDEALCESL ENVjy
D. rerio pxIMVYVPPPPPEISESSIFSHYATGINFDKYDDILVDVSGSNPPRAIMTFHEAELCESLEKNVS
O. mykiss 168 Tyatsd EldESS IFAHYFEGINFDKYDDILVDVSGSNPPKAIMEF|HEAILCE S LREINES
Q. niloticus (Y VP PP PEEPER]S IFSHY|HGINFDKYDEILVDVSGRNPPJAIMTFDEALCESLESINVS
T. orientalis IS Y VP PUSAPENENSIFSHYPRTGINFDKYDDINIVDVSGNPP AHMTFDEA‘LCESLRKNVS
M. albus B P Y P PRSI ERIERISF SHYIHTGINFRIKYDD IpNVDVSG)3NPPEAIMTFDEA]LCEWLREINV S
consensus 241 vY¥vPppppEeEsSiFshyatGiNFAKYDdI1lVdVSGsNpPkAiMtFdEAglCesLrkNvs
C. gibelio PHINK SGYVKPTPVQKHGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAAFLLPILQRLMADGVAASKFSEYQ
C. arassius MK SGYVKPTPVQKHGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAAFLLPILQRLMADGVAASKFSEYQ
S. caldwelli PR K SGYVKPTPVQE{GIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGRKTAAFLLPILQRLMADGVAASKFSEQ
C. idellus 250 KSGYVKPTPVQKGIPIISAGRDLHAC&QTGSGKTRAFLLPILQ DGVAASKFSE|Q
D. rerio K SGYVKPTPVQKHGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAAFLLPILQ ﬁDGVAASKFSEQ
O. mykiss K SGYMKPTPVQKHGIPIIFAAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAAFLLPILQFLM{DGVAASHFSEQ
O. niloticus 224 KSGYVKPTPVQEKHGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGRKTAAFLLPILQELMADGEAAS[EFSENIQ
T. orientalis PPANK SGYVKPTPVQKHGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAAFLLPILQELMADGVAASEIFSEAQ
M. albus IR SGYVEPTPVQKHGIPIISAGRDLMACAQTGSGRKTAFFLLPILQELMEDGVAAS[EFSEAQ
consensus 301 KSGYVKPTPVQKhGIPIIsAGRDLMACAQTGSGKTAaFLLPILQr1MaDGVAASkKkFSEVQ
ATP-A
C. gibelio 3 EPEAIIVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYGGINTGYTIREVLEGCNMLCGTPG
C. arassius EPEAIIVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYGGINTGYTIREVLEGCNMLCGTPG
S. caldwelli QJEPEAIIVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYGGINTGYTIREVLKGCNVLCGTPG
C. idellus EPEAIIVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYGGINTGYTIREVLEKGCNVLCGTPG
D. rerio KN M EPEAIIVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYGGINTGYTIREVLEGCNVLCEITPG
Q. mykiss EPEfJIIVAPTRELINQIYIEARKFARIGTCVRPVVVYGGIETGETIREHLEGCNVLCETPG
? mfu;’ru;\ EPQEAI IVAPTRELINQIYLEARKFAYGTCVRPVVVYG VT GBI REMLEIGCNVLCGTPG
. orientalis
M. albus (o]
consensus 361 EPeaIIVAPTRELINQIYlEaRLEAyGTCVRPVVVYGG:.nTGytIRevlkGCNvngTPG
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). niloticus
T. orientalis
M. albus
Consensus

661

6 , il vasa 873
C. gibelio RLLDIIGRGEVGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMRRKLVGSPGMPSKEDRQTLMFSATY
C. arassius RLLDIIGRGKVGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMRKLVGSPGMPSKEDRQTLMFSATY
S caldwelli RLLDIIGRGEKVGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMRKLVGSPGMPSKEDRQTLMFSATY
C. idellus RLLDIIGRGEVGLSKLRYLHLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMRKLVGSPGMPRREDRQTLMFSATH
D. rerio RLEDﬂIGRGK GLSKERYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPEMRKLVEASPGMPSKEERQTLMFSATY
O. mykiss RLIDIIGRGKIGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPLMRKLVGSPGHPRAKEDRQTLMFSATY
O. niloticus RLLDEIGRGKVGLEKﬂRYLVLDEADRHLDMGFEPDH'RLVGSPGHPSKENRQTLMFSATF
T. orientalis SR LLDUIGRGEVGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMRIILVGS PGMPSKENROTLMFSATY
M. albus MR LLD IGRGKVGLSKLRYLVLDEADRMLDMGFEPDMREILVGSPGMPREEEREIQTLMFSATH
consensus 42] RL1DiIGRGKvVGLsK1RYLvLDEADRMLDMGFEPdMRkLVgSPGmPsKEdrQTLMFSATY
C. gibelio -

C. arassius PEDIQRMAADFLEVDYMFLAVGVVGGACSDVEQTOVDQYSERDQLLBLLE¥STGTERTM
8. caldwelli 4]: ELEYATGEERTM
C idellus : PEEIQRAAAEFLEKVDYLFLAVGVVGGACSDVEQTIQVDQYSKREQLLELLEWTGTERTM
D. rerio 47 PEDIQRMRRDFLKVDYEFLAVGVVGGACSDVEQT (VOVDOYSERDQLLELLS¥: TGE

O mvkiss 408 QVE SIS KRDQLLEJLEWTG

O. niloticus 40

T. orientalis 4005

M. albus , 1ve

consensus 48] PEAIQrmAAdFLEVDYlFLAVGVVGGACSDVEQtivQVdgysKRAQLlelLksTGtERTM
C. gibelio M VFVETKRSADFIATFLCQEK#STTSIHGDREQREREKALSDFRIGCPVLVATSVAARGL
C. arassius S VFVETKRSADFIATFLCQEKSTTSIHGDREQREREKALSDFRWGCPVLVATSVAARGL
S. caldwelli LY N VFVETKERSADFIATFLCQEKMSTTSIHGDREQREREKALSDFRGEWCPVLVATSVAARGL
C. idellus N VFVETKERSADFIATFLCQEKMSTTSIHGDREQREREKALSDFRGEWCPVLVATSVAARGL
D. rerio X' VFVETKRSADFIATFLCQEKMSTTSIHGDREQREREKALSDFRMGIICPVLVATSVAARGL
O. mykiss IS VFVETKRFADFIATFLCEER I TTSIHGDREQREREFALEDFREGECPVLVATSVAARGL
O. niloticus EYVFVETKRMADFIATHLCQEK|PITTSIHGDREQEPRESALEDFREGIUCEVLVATSV[EARGL
T orientalis I SMVFVETKRADFIATFLCQEK|#3TTSIHGDREQREREMALINDFREGI4CPVLVATSVAARGL
M. albus EEC YV FI\ETKRADFIAFLCQEK\SITTSIHGDREQEEREKALID FREGI(CIAVLVATSVAARGL
consensus 54] VFVETKRsADFIAtfLCgEK1sTTSIHGDREQreREkALsDFRtGhCpVLVATSVaARGL
C. gibelio QHVVNFDLPEE|IDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNIGRAVSFFNPESDTPLARSLVKVLSGAQ
C. arassius QHVVNFDLPEE|IDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNIGRAVSFFNPESDTPLARSLVKVLSGAQ
S. caldwelli QHVVNFDLPEE|/IDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNIGRAVSFFNPESDTPLARSLVKVLSGAQ
C. idellus QHVVNFDLPNNIDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNIGRAVSFFNPESDTPLARSLVKVLSGAQ
D. rerio QHVVNFDPEEJIDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNJGRAVSFFNPESDTPLARSLVEVLSGAQ
O. mykiss QHHVNFDLPNNIDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNUWGRAVEFFEPEEDERLARSLVEVLSGAQ
O. niloticus QEVVNFDLPNNIDEYVHRIGRTGRCGNWGRAVSFFP[DEILARSLVER{LSEAAQ
T. orientalis QHVVNFDLPNNIDEYVHRIGRTGRCG

M. albus

Consensus

C. gibelio

C. arassius

S. caldwelli

C. idellus

D. rerio

O. mykiss - -(fLORIBGASH- - - LEVAAL S SGEN

QEVPEWLEEGAF S[e HEJEIGFNPI3UKEIFA S TDIAR K Gjle] GEFQDGSVTS---QLAAQTAAD
QeVPkWLEEiAFsahgttGfnprgkvFASTDtRkg Gsfktdepp sapt aaaa

3 VASA ZEBRSEBFYILLX S

Fig. 3 Comparison of the deduced amino acid sequences of VASA proteins

72 ¢ EAFEED S caldwelli
78 #
100

# C. auratus gibelio

B C. carpio

BES D, rerio

L Drosophila melanogaster

=i/l Strongylocentrotus purpuratus
62 FHEACY Bubalus bubalis
63 WM Apis mellifera

4 VASA EEMRZFH LM

Fig. 4 Phylogenetic analysis of the VASA proteins

Numbers indicates the confidence level of each branch.

vasa

DEAD , RNA , fil! vasa
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M 1 2 3 5 6 7 8
P Se-vasa
600 bp —> I —
300 bp — G PR o e U U T b oaw DRl
5 ScVHG ZEAREIHLAHE RT-PCR FRik 7 4
M. 150 bp DNA Ladder Marker; 1. ;2. ;3. ;4. ; 6. 3 7. ; 8.
Fig. 5 RT-PCR analysis of SCVHG expression in different tissues
1. testis; 2. ovary; 3. liver; 4. brain; 5. gill; 6. muscle; 7. kidney; 8. spleen.
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, vasa mRNA ; fiE]
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(germ plasm)
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cDNA cloning and expression analysis of
a vasa-like gene in Spinibarbus caldwelli
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Abstract: In order to interpret the development mechanism of fish germ cells at a molecular level, a Spi-
nibarbus caldwelli homolog of the zebrafish vasa gene, ScVHG(S. caldwelli vasa homolog gene), was
cloned and characterized for use as a molecular marker for germ cells in this species. Analysis of the nu-
cleotide sequence revealed that ScVHG comprises an open reading frame of 1 932 bps encoding 644 amino
acids. The deduced amino acid sequence contained nine conserved motifs belonging to the DEAD-box
protein family. The S. caldwelli VASA protein sequence showed high similarity to that of zebrafish (77%),
Oreochromis niloticus(77%), Oncorhynchus mykiss(79%), Carassius auratus gibelio(90%), Monopterus
albus(74%), Carassius auratus(89%) Thunnus orientalis(79%) and Ctenopharyngodon idellus(86%). In
adult tissues, the ScVHG transcripts were specifically detected in ovary and testis. /n situ hybridization
analysis showed that ScVHG messenger RNA (mRNA) was detected in spermatogonia, but not in sperma-
tocytes, spermatoblasts and sperms; During oogenesis, ScVHG mRNA was detected in all time phases from
oogonia to oocytes. The earlier phase of oogenesis, the more ScVHG mRNA molecules were detected. The
positive signals of ScVHG mRNA gradually weakened in the late phase of oocytes and finally these signals
gathered round the cell edge. Consequently, consensus sequences, sequence similarity, and specific local-
ization of ScVHG mRNA in the germ cells all suggest that ScVHG is the S. caldwelli homolog of the ze-
brafish vasa. Further, ScVHG can be used as a molecular marker for S. caldwelli germ cells.
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Plate vasa homolog expression in testis

1. Sequential sections stained with H. E; 2, 4, 5. hybridized with an antisense; sense (3) vasa probe. No unspecific staining is observed with
the sense probe. The signal of vasa mRNA is specifically expressed in spermatogonia. 4 is high magnification of the inset in the lower
region of (2), and (5) is high magnification of the inset in the upper region of (4). Black arrow shows spermatogonium(5).
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Plate vasa homolog expression in ovary

1. Sequential sections stained with H. E. (1) and hybridized with an antisense (2, 4, 5) and sense (3) vasa probe. No unspecific staining is
observed with the sense probe. The signal vasa mRNA is specifically expressed in the oogonia and oocytes. (4) is high magnification of the
inset in (2), and (5) is high magnification of the inset in (4). Black arrow shows oogonium(4, 5).
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